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Reported for the Public Ledger. 
NAVAL GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 
AT PHILADELPHIA. 
TRIAL OF COMMODORE ELLIOTT. 

Saturpay, May 16.—At 10 o’clock the court, 
pursuant to adjournment, were in their seats. The 
accused, accompanied by Mr. Dallas, his counsel, 
was present. Dispensing with the reading of the 
evidence, of yesterday, the court immediately ad- 
journed to Monday afternoon at one o’clock. 


Monpay, May 18.—At.1 o’clock, pursuant to ad- 
journment on Saturday, the court met. Present all 
its members, the Judge Advocate, and Com. Elliott, 
accompanied by his counsel, Hon. George M. Dallas. 
After the proceedings of Friday and Saturday had 
been read, 

Lieut. Bushrod W. Hunter was sworn.—[{The char- 
ges and specifications upon which it was intended to 
examine the witness were first read to him, to wit: 
the removal of Midshipman Barton from the Consti- 
tution to the Shark, whilst suffering from a gunshot 
wound and a fractured limb—the race-course dif- 
ficulty with the commodore and Lieut. Charles G. 
Hunter—bringing home the animals—and witnessing 
without an effort to suppress, a mutiny on board the 
Constitution in Hampton Roads.] ; 

I do not-recollect much of the case of Midshipman 
Barton. I was informed while on board the Consti- 
tution, that Mr. B. was alongside in a boat, wounded, 
and went down to see him. He was very pale. I 
did not see him afterwards, until £ saw him on board 
the Shark. From thence I accompanied him in his 
removal to the shore, and saw that he was carefull 
provided for and attended to. I requested that he be 
taken out of the hatch feet foremost, that his weight 
come upon his leg. He was placed in bed in Smyrna, 
and-there left. I did not see him again until he ar- 
rived in the United States. 

About April 14th, 1837, I went on shore at Mahon, 
toa race to be run between a mare belonging to Com. 
Elliott and a horse of Mahon. After the first heat, I 
said to Lieut. Charles G. Hunter, that the horse was 
distanced—that I was in a place that I could well 
see, and that it was as fair a distance as I had ever 
seen. He answered by saying, ‘* by G—, it was not 
a distance,” or words to that effect. Other conver- 
sation took place, which I do not now recollect, when 
I observed, ‘It is well for you to say so now.” I 
understood him to say in rejoinder that he would con- 
tinue to say so. Com. Elliott told him not to separate 
the gentleman from the officer. He replied that he 
had not done so. ‘The commodore said he had— 
when Lieut. Hunter again said he had not. The 
commodore ordered him to keep silence, and to go on 

his ship. 

-~ the delge Advocate.—Com. Elliott was mounted 
on adonkey. ‘I did not observe a stick in his hand. 
The commodore’s manner, judging from his tone of 
voice, was rather violent, particularly his last remark. 
I do not think that Lieut. Hunter’s manner was dis- 
respectful to Com. Elliott, though his voice was rais- 
ed. The distance between them was 10 or 12 feet, 
at the commencement of the altercation. I did not 
see the commodore afterwards. I was informed that 
the commodore had given notice by a signal from the 
frigate United States, that he wished to see me; 1 
accordingly went on shore to his lodgings. He there 
spoke of Lieut. Hunter’s case, and said if I had 

en or acted as he (Lieut. Charles G. Hunter) 
ha, he would have treated me in the same manner. 

The commodore brought home a number of ani- 
mals in the Constitution from Mahon. The precise 





number I do not recollect—probably 20 or 21. They 
were put in stalls on the gun deck. I superintended 
the putting of some of them in. : 

By the Judge Advocate.—I do not know how many 
guns were encumbered. I commanded all the guns 
on the spar deck, the quarter deck, and forecastle. 

We arrived at Hampton Roads on the last day of 
July, 1838. The ship came to anchor, and the ani 
mais were sent on shore. A short time before éight 
in the evening, there was a great deal of confusion 
on the gun deck. I thought the men engaged in it 
were many of them intoxicated. The crew had res 
leased some of their number who had been taken ift 
charge. The sergeant or corporal of marines informed 
me that Ennis had escaped from the sentry and gone 
forward. Not long after this Ennis ran ait, followed 
hy a part of the crew, on the quarter deck, I eross- 
ed over to the larboard side and met them by the 
capstan. Ennis then ran to the starboard side, where 
the men got him down and beat him. I.pulled the 
men from him, and ordered them from the quarter 
deck. They obeyed, but continued around the fifes 
rail and gangway. I was ordered by Com. Eliott.or 
Lieut. Bullus to place Ennis near thie wheel, and put 
a sentry over him, which I did. After this several 
men walked aft, and were ordered forward by the 
commodore. This is all the disturbafice that I am 
acquainted with, except two men whom I found 
** skylarking,” as 8 termed it, and who desisted at 
my order. At 11 0’clock the ship was entirely quiet. 

By Judge Advocate-—Ennis appeared much hurt 
after taking him from the men; threats of his life 
were frequently made by the men. The master-at- 
arms came into the ward room and requested permis- 
sion to sleep in the pantry—that the men had made 
an attack on him, and he was afraid to trust himself 
within their reach; this was about the time of the 
noise on the gun decks. He appeared to be hurt at 
the time he came into the ward room. 

By the accused.—I heard a few words of a speech 
made to the men’ by Com. Elliott at Norfolk; they 
were to the effect that if they did not behave thém- 
selves he would punish them; this was after the mem 
whose times were out had been discharged. [A 
yey was here put to the witness, if Com. Elliott 

id not tell him he might inform his agricultural 
friends of Virginia that he had brought home some 
fine animals, with which they were welcome: to cross 
and improve their stock—or which they were wel- 
come to, to improve their stock. This was alpoted 
to by the court, and the question unanswered by the 
witness, although the question was put upon the re-~ 
cord.] The general conduct of the men wee the 
voyage was worthy of approbation ; at Hampton 
I attributed their conduct to the culpable naghgnnes 
of the officers who accompanied them on shore, in 
permitting them to get liquor; there was a disposi- 
tion with the n:en to resist the authorities of ee: 
but none that I saw to take possession of her; I 
not know that orders were given by Com. Elliott to 
Lieut. Drayton, to procure a pilot boat to take off the 
crew whose times had expired—a part of the crew 
were thus taken off; I do not know thxt the commo- 
dore had one of the men ironed ; Ennis was 4 colored 
man, but I do not know the cause of the mm, xd of 
the men towards him; I was officer of the c at 
the time Ennis was down and the men were beating 
him ; I made no report to the commodore, as he was 

resent ; I have been on board of a sloop of war on 
er return from a long cruise, but never before re- 
turned in a frigate ; I do not recollect seei the Go- 
vernor of the island and other distin 
near Com. Elliott at the time of thie difficulty be- 
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tween him and Lieut. Hunter; I-saw the. Governor 
at the race; I had my uniform on; Lieut. Hunter 
did not admit to have lost the race until after leaving 
me on the race-course ; Lieut. Hunter’s voice was 
loud, produced, as I suppose, by the excitement of) 
the race ; his manner I do not recollect; I had refer- 
ence entirely to the occurrences of the race, when I 
said, “Lieut. Hunter, it is well for you to say so 
now”—I do not remember the particular expression 
that called it forth; there were several persons in the 
space between Com. Elliott and Lieut. Hunter; I do 
not remember that, in my conversation with Com.) 
Elliott the next day, he said that Lieut. Hunter’s con- | 
duct was rude and insubordinate to himself; he spoke | 
of his contradiction of me, and said that he should, 
one charges against him; Midshipman Barton was 

ught alongside of the Constitution in ashore boat; | 
I do not know in what boat he was removed from | 
the Constitution to the Shark, nor do I remember the | 
time that intervened between his arrival at and de- | 
parture from the Constitution; he did not ecmplain | 
more than usual at the motions consequent upon his- 
removal ; I-do not know that his removal from the 
Shark to the shore was at his own request, nor do I 
recollect the length of time the Shark remained after 
his removal from her. 

By the Judge Advocate.—I was on board of the Con- 
stitution, the United States, and the Shark, during 
their cruise in the Mediterranean ; I was master on 
board of them all, and was promoted whilst out on. 
the cruise. 





Tuerspay, May 19.—At 10 o’clock the court met. 
Present as yesterday. After the reading of the evi- 
dence of yesterday, Lieut. Bushrod W.. Hunter ap-. 

, and asked to correct that part of his evidence 
relating to the intoxication of the men at Hainpton’ 
Roads. He said he was not aware of the manner in 
which the men got drunk, whether through the cul- 
pable neglect of the officers having them in charge, 


what he meant to say was, simply, that the disorderly | 
conduct.of the men was owing to their intoxication. | 
By the accused:—I do not ‘know who the officers 
were who had the men in charge on shore, nor where 
nor when they got liquor. 
Capt. Wilkinson, sworn.—[The charge upon which 
it was intended to examine the witness was here’ 


. .wead; it had reference golely to the whipping in dou- | 
.. ble’ the amount of lashes allo 


wed by the rules of the | 
Navy.] 

About the ist of April, 1837, I commanded the fri- | 
sg United States; while lying in the harbor of Ma- | 

n, an officer came on board, but whom I do not! 
recollect, but think it was Midshipman Maffit, and | 
stated that he was directed by Coin. Elliott to tell me | 
to give this man, Lassano, two dozen lashes, and| 
have him discharged; he «id not say what with; a' 
man-of-war’s man generally understands it to mean | 
with the “ cat,” which order was immediately obeyed | 
by me. I had the man punished, and gave the purser | 
orders to discharge him. 

By the Judge Advocate.—The punishment was with 
the “ cat,”’ and done in my presence and in'that of all 
hands, — were called to witness it. He was dis- 


By the accused.—I did not, of my own knowledge, 
know the causes of the punishment. I knew them 
from the commodore, which was, tnat he had been 
engaged in’ an affray on shore with one of the com- 
modore’s servants, in which the life of the latter was 
endangered. Lassano was a Mahonese, but I cannot 
state whether he was shipped on board of the United 


he was on board; he did ro other duty than wait upon 
some of the officers. The Mahonese were in the 
habit of shipping only for the cruise, and I think it 
was the case of Lassano, I do not remember how 


order immediately on receiving it. I made no report 
to the’Sccretary of the Navy of the number of lashes 
inflicted ; I aid make report to the commodore ; it 
was then he mentioned the offence. I do not renzem- 
ber that either Lieut. Hunter or Davis was present at 
the time of the whipping. I took no steps to ascer- 
tain that the order communicated. to me was other ~ 
than correct. I do not remember to have seen Las- 
sano shortly after he left the ship. 

By the Judge Advocate —1 did not state, in my com- 
munication with'Com. Elliott, by whose order I in- 
flicted the punishment ; I considered it unnecessary ; 
[ informed hin that I had executed his order of the 
punishment, and it was then he stated the alleged of- 
fence-on shore, and the injury done to: one of the 
commodore’s servants. The commodore mentioned 
the particulars, but I do not remember them. 

Passed Midshipman Barton, sworn.—[{'The charges 
and specifications upn which it was intended to exa- 
mine the witness were first read to him.] 

I am a passed midshipman in the navy of the U.S, 
I was brought alongside of the frigate Constitution on 
the 30th November, wounded with a rifle pistol ball in 
the right leg. After some consultation between the 
late Surgeon Boyd and Lieut. (now Commander) 
Boerum, I was put in a cot and hoisted on board, by 
a whip from the main yard, suffering at the time very 
great agony. I was taken down the hatch, forward 
of the mainmast; to the starboard side of the half 
deck, and there had the greater part of the balls ex- 
tracted by Fieet Surgeon Boyd. Ai the time I went 
on board Com. Elliott was absent. My reason for 
going there was to prevent having my wounds probed 
in sight of my antagonist; and knowing that it was 
customary in the service—[The witness was here 
stopped and required to confine himself to the facts 
of the case.J]—Com. Eliott returned on board in about 
an hour and a half, when Surgeon Boyd came to me 
and said that the commodore had peremptorily ordered 


me out of the ship. I told him for God’s sake to 


remonstrate with the commodore. He went and re- 
turned in.some little time and said it was no.use, I 
must go. I told them I was prepared to go, and was 
taken up at the saine hatch through which I was ad- 
mitted. I told Lieut. Colhoun, the officer in charge 


of the deck, to be caveful of me, that I was dying. I 


was hoisted into a boat—I believe a quarter boat— 
suffering the mest horribie pain conceivable, ‘the 
blood gushing madly through my bandage. It is im- 
possible to state what I did sulter, owing to the see- 
saw motion. Before leaving the Constitution, I ap- 

lied to see Capt. Elliott, through Midshipman Cook ; 

Ir. C. returned to my cot and said that he (Capt. 
Elliott) would not see me.. I was taken alongside 
the Shark, still suffering immense pain, and hoisted 
on board from the fore-yard, and taken aft to the 
quarter-deck. The hatch was too small to admit me 
lengthwise, and I was put down head foremost, in an in- 
clination of about 60 degrees. I remained inthe Shark 
about five days, and was then removed to the shore, 
having experienced on board the Shark the utmost 
kindness and care of my physicians. Lieut. Bushrod 
W. Hunter and anotheraccoimpanied me to the shore. 
I was taken toa Greek boarding house, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the landing, there shifted from the 
cot to a bed, still suffering from these constant remo- 
vals. Surgeons Boyd and Egbert were exceedingly 
kind: and considerate in their attentions while the 
squadron remained there. This was at Smyrna. 
The squadron sailed about the 5th of January, 1836. 
There was then near three months’ pay, $161, left 
in thehands of Consul Ofiley, to defray my expenses. 
There was no. bill of credit, except a note, left in the 
hands of Consul Offley by the purser of the Shark— 
a copy of which note, in the handwriting of Consul 
Offley, is attached to the record. Com. Elliott left 
me no bill of credit, nor was this note even counter- 
signed by him. 





soon after the flogging he left the ship—I_-gave the 


was unable to procure pay ; it was virtually pro- 
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tested by Consul Offiey ; I never received. one stiver | of my own knowledge know that all the others en- 
of it; I left in December, 1836,* having in the first 4; gaged in the duel were tried and punished; Passed 
months of my confinement sold many articles of ap- | mor y sp Wood has since deceased. I was hoisted 
parel to purchase me: the necessary dressings for my | out of the Constitution in the same manner that I was 
wounded limbs. The time I now speak of was be-!hoisted in; my removals were conducted with care by 
tween 3 and 4 months from the time of the hurt; I; those who superintended them; Dr. Boyd remained 
was in abject poverty; no American merchant, ex-; with me constantly, except on the occasions that he 
cept one, Mr. Stith, since deceased, came to see me;i went to Com. Elliott, at my request; I said many 
I addressed a letter to Capt. Tompkins, who com-| things to Dr. Boyd, more than I have mentioned ; T 
manded a British corvette, to send me a surgeon; | begged him to remember the manner I was ‘turned out 
he did so; I was visited by two British surgeons, of the Constitution, fresh in his memory ; this is the 
who wished to take my leg off, after examining my! principal request [ made of him—I, however, said 
wounds ; I refused to submit to their suggestions, but | many things; Drs. Boyd and Egbert both attended 
underwent an operation that saved it; abdut the 22d me during my stay on board the Shark; I was re- 
of Septemlter [ applied to a captain by the name of | moved to the shore by Dr. Boyd, perhaps at my own 
Anderson, who commanded the Hero of New Or- | request, but of this I am not certain; it was at the re- 
leans, for a passage to the United States, to whom I coinimendation of Dr. Boyd; I believe my boarding 
stated I had no money, but would som2 time pay: house at Smyrna was seleeted by Dr. Boyd; it was 
him ; he was subsequently paid by the Hon. Mahlon , not a comfortable one, beeause the lady who kept it, 
Dickerson, Secretary of the Navy, out of the funds after she found I had no money, ordered me to get up 
of the Government; I reached New York about the and leave it, I stunk so bad; I was attended by Drs. 
8th of November, 1836, and reported myself to the| Boyd and Egbert during the stay of tne squadron; I 
Secretary of the Navy; I had nearly seventy pieces; cannot say that I was doing well; I expected to die 
of-bone, large and small, taken from my leg; the last ‘every mo.nent when the squadron left ; I was not left 
piece of which was taken out on board the United! at my own request, that { remember. [A letter was 
States ship North Carolina, by Surgeon M. Potter, | here read, :wriiten by Dr. Boyd, which stated that he 
the present year. was doing well when the squadron left, and that he 
By the Judge Advocate.—While on board the Con-| was left at Smyrna at his own request.] Consul Off- 
stitution Surgeon Boyd informed me that he wrote | ley was not in all respects attentive and kind to me; 
to Com. Elliott; I was* confined to my bed while at Consul Ofiley said that the purser’s letter was not a 
Smyrna nearly four months in one position; I left letter of credit—I did not say so—I say it is; when I 
my boarding house-at the end of four months for the say that no bill of credit emanated from Com. Elliott, 
house of Mr. Stith ; I remained there roing on six I do not mean to say that Com. Elliott did not order 
months, and paid a dollar a day. by a draft given by | the purser to leave one; the purser left the bill .of 
me to Mr. Stith, on the 4th Auditor, to be deducted | credit with Consul Offley—he did not leave it with 
out of the pay then due me; after my pay gave out I) me; I regarded the note left by the purser, and urgent- 
procured money through Mr. Stith ; some of it came | ly represented it, as.a bill of credit; if the consul had 
from Consul Offley ; the whole amount of money, in- | responded to the bill of credit, it would have been 
cluding boarding, was $231, and was included in the| ample for all my necessities; I took no means to in- 
draft on the 4th Auditor, except the surgeon’s bill; | form Com. Elliott that the note of the purser had been 
which was subsequently paid by the Government, | dishonored—the squadron had. gone down the Medi- 
the draft was drawn a few days before leaving Smyr- terranean, and I thought it was of no use; I received 
na; it may have been a few weeks. [The copy of the | nO money directly from the consul—it all came through 
bill of credit sent the witness by Consul Offley was; the intervention of the late Mr. Stith, and I gave no 
here shown and identified, and when read stated in other voucher than the draft before mentioned; the 
substance that he (Barton) had. been suspended for | /noney furnished me by iir, Stith was not from Mr. 
six months—tiat the purser of the Shark had left for; Stith’s own funds, but was extorted from the consul 
his (Bar‘on’s) use his pay up to April, which, should | by the urgent notes that I arddressed to him, and for 
itnot be enough, the purser acknowledges himself ' the amount of which Mr. Stith made himself liable; 
liable to any amount drawn on him, that may not ex- | 1 did not receive orders from Com. Elliott to join the 
ceed $759; a letter was also read from Consul Offley | squadron at Malta, if my health permitted ; I received 
to Barton,which stated that Offlzy had received a letter, @ note from the consul which said that Com. Elliott 
fron Com. Elliott, which requested him to inform stated [could meet the Shark at Malta; it was not 
Barton that the squadron would b2 at Malta in Oeto- | Official and I did not so regard it; I had no directions 
ber, and if he (Barton) was well enough he conld| When the squadron left what course I should pursue ; 
then join it. The certificates of the British sur- | I considered myself cast of, and pursued the feeli 
geons were read, stating that Mr. Barton’s wounds | uppermost with me; I had no orders from the Seere- 
would incapacitate him for service for a year at least. | tary of the Navy while at Smyrna; I did not request 
A certificate was also read from Mr. Stith, averring | the eaptain of the Hero to stop at Malta on his way 
that Mr. Barton was without money and unable to | down that [ might join the Shark; my going on board 
reach Malta in tine to meet the squadron there. ,the Hero at Smyrna was not attended with any great 
By the atcused.—{The first question put to the wit- | Pala or difficulty ; 1 was upon crutches; we were 
ness was an inquiry as to whether he had not been | within fifteen miles of Malta on our way down; the 
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court martialed for cruelty, and using provoking and 
insulting language to the clerk of the commodore, and 
for stabbing with his dirk one of the men. The Court 
was cleared, and the question on its opening declared 
to b2 inadmissible.] I received my wound in a duel 
with Passed Midshipman Wood; I had not been or- 
dered by the steward not to go’on shore at the time I 
left to meet Mr. Wood; I do not know that T was 
tried by a court martial for duelling—it might-have 
been by proxy—Consul Offley said [ was; I do not 





* There is some error here, but it is according to the 
report in the Ledger. A little farther on, Mr. B. says 
he arived in New York on the 8th Nov., 1836. Proba- 
bly September is meant.— Ed. 4. & N. C. 


‘Hero was a schooner of 120 tons; the Shark was 
much larger; when I went on board the Constitution 
I was not preceded or accompanied by orders from 
my commander for sick quarters on board. that ship ; 
I went to the Constitution for two reasons, in prefer- 
ence to thé Shark, to which I was attached—the first, 
to avoid the mortification of having my wound probed 
in the presence of my antagonist—the second, because 
it is usual to remove a sick officer from a smaller to a 
| larger vessel, particularly if his life is in danger, and 
(because I preferred throwing “kore upon the kind- 
ness and generosity of Com. Elliott to going to the 
Shark where was iny antagonist ; the Constitution was 
nearer to where the accident took place to where I 
was. coming from, than the Shark; at the time I was 
wounded in the duel I was attached to the Shark. 
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The Court adjourned to 10 9’clock to-morrow ( Wed- 
nesday) morning. .. 


Wepnespay, May 20.—The Court met pursuant 
to adjournment of yesterday. Presentas before. The 
proceedings of the Court of yesterday were read by 

e Judge Advocate. 

Passed Midshipman William T. Muse, sworn.—[The 
charges and specifications upon which it was intend- 
ed to examine the witness were first read—which were 
that part of the acciisations having relation to the re- 
moval of Passed Midshipman Barton; the acceptance 
of a service of plate from part of the erew of the Con- 
stitution ; the bringing home of certain animals, and 
employing the time,of the men in the service of the 
United States.in taking care of said animals, and in 

using of the public stores by the accused for his own 
- private use; and in being present at a mutiny, and 

ing no means to suppress it. ] 

All that I know of the case of Mr. Barton, was his 
being brought alongside of the Shark, taken on board, 
and put down the ward room hatch in a cot in a 
wounded state. He appeared at the time to be in 
great agony. This is all I know of this ease. 

I knew nothing about the plate further than there 
was plate exhibited on board of the Constitution at 
Lisbon, said to have been presented to the commo- 
dore, with an inscription upon it; what the inserip- 
tion was I cannot recollect. I saw it in the cabin of 
the Constitution. 

About the 13th of June, 1838, I know that horses, 
jacks, &c., were hoisted on board of the Constitufion, 
at Mahon, and were put on the gun deck. The ex- 
act arrangement of all I do not recollect. Butas well 
as I can remember, they were placed between the 

ns, in stalls, on the starboard and larboard sides of 

e ship. Some, I believe, were placed amidship ; 
the exact number I an not certain of. We sailed on 
the 15th. This arrangement of the horses continued 
until after our leaving Madeira, when I think that 
the horses were taken from amidship and placed be- 
tween the guns, with the exception of one or two. 
We arrived in the United States the 31st of July. On 
that day all the animals were taken from the Consti- 
tution into Hampton. The men and boats of the ship 
were, some of them, employed for the purpose. 1 
went on shore that night by permission. On my re- 
turn to the ship, I was teld by the officers of some dis- 
turbance. While talking of it, I heard a rush aft by 
the men, and fearing, from what I had heard, that 
something serious was to take place, I ran on deck 
with a cutlass, and met the men at the fiferail; I ask. 
ed what was the matter; they replied that they were 
after Ennis; swearing vengeance against him, and 
declaring that they would not be satisfied unless he 
was given up to hom to be hung. They were very 
disorderly while at the fiferail, which disorder con- 
tinued more or less during the night. I was witness 
of it till about 12 o’clock. 

- By the Judge Advocate.—Preparations were mace 
for arming the officers that night. I was fearful, and 
sted to Lieut. Bullus, should an attack be made 
during the night by the men upon some of the obnox- 
ious officers, (knowing that the presence of the offi- 
cers commanded no respect,) that the officers arm 
themselves, which was done. I had myself some ten 
or twelve pistols loaded, which I gave to some of the 
officers. I knew nothing ofthe master at arms being 
beaten. The next day,at Norfolk, while preparations 
were making to moor ship, word was passed for all 
those men whose times had expired, to muster aft on 
the quarter deck. Capt. Bullus excused the non-ap- 
pearance of the commodore, in consequence of some 
of his family being on board, and said he was desired 
by the commodore to express his approbation of their 


“ 


conduct. 

By the accused.—I do not of my own -knowledge 
know that Midshipman Barton’s wound at the time he 
came on board the Shark was in splints; I noticed 








nothing particular about the cot upon which he was 
lowered—do not know whether it was soiled or clean ; 
I did not observe that “the blood was madly gushing 
from the bandages ;’”’ I do not recolleet who accompa- 
nied him from the Constitution to the Shark; the 
movement of Midshipman Barton both to and from 
the Shark was the easiest possible for his wounded 
limb; there were 30 or 40 men drunk at Hampton 

Roads—I do not recollect to have seen any of the men 
drinking on shore, but I saw them drunk and earous- 
jing ; the gunner is the only officer I recolleet who had 
| charge of the men while landing the animals; no one 
had charge of the men whom I saw drunk and carous- 
ing on shore; I notieed no officer with them ; I be- 
lieve that ail the disorder with the men was attributa- 
ble to their getting liquor on shore; I went to Hamp- 
ton about three hours-after the ship anchored, to visit 
the place; Mr. Dulany and the second gig’s crew aec- 
|companied me to the shore ; the ship caine to anchor 
ja little nearer to Hampton than the usual anchoring 
| ground for men-of-war in the Roads; I remained from 
‘the ship three or four hours; EF left the ship about 3 
jorctoek ; I returned in the gig, accompanied by Mr. 

Dulany ; the intoxicated men were fighting among 
|themselves—I know of no combination against the 
| officers ; I saw no disposition te take possession of the 

ship, nor to resist the authority of the officers; I did 
a see, nor do I know that Com. Elliott put any of 
'the men in irons; Ennis, I believe, was put in irons 
ifor his own safety ; Capt. Boerum and Com. Ellictt, 
'I believe, were on deck, also Lieut. B. W. Hunter 
}and others; Captain Boerum I made my reports to, 
; and I considered him the commander of the ship; the 
marine guard were not called out during the disorder 
at Hampton—why they were not, I-do not know; the 
ship had not her full complement of men during the 
voyage home; I know nothing of the number of men 
; whose terms of service expired while at Mahon, nor 
the decision then adopted to compel them to do duty. 

By the Judge Advocate.—} think there was other 
causes than the intoxication of the men for the disor- 
der at Hampton Roads—lI think the detention of the 
ship for the purpose of taking out the animals centri- 
buted to it; Idid not see Midshipman Barton’s leg 
while being removed. 

By the accused.—I am fully of the impression that 
the ship could have gone up to Norfolk when we stop- 
ped at Hampton—we were before the wind and*the 
tide was favorable; we had a pilot on board, but I do 
not recollect hearing him say that we could have gone 
up that tide; the men disliked Mr. Bullus and Mr. 
Steele very much—they might have been obnoxious 
to the crew, but I do not know that they were so; I 
do not remember the draft of water the frigate drew, 
nor do I remember the time of that day that it was high 
tide; I do not think we could have gone up, ex- 
cept at high tide; I was aeting master of the Con- 
stitution. ; 

Midshipman Edward €. Anderson, sworn.—[{The 
charges and specifications against. the accused, so far 
as the witness was acquainted with them, were first 
read.]—I saw Passed Midshipman Barton’ brought on 
board the Constitution ; I was told that he had been 
wounded in a duel; he was placed in a cot, on the 
starboard side of the main deck, between two guns; I 
held his leg during a portion of the time that the Doc- 
tor was performing the operation—becoming fatigued, 
I was relieved by Midshipman Maffit; Midshipman 
| Barton appeared to suffer much pain; shortly after he 
; was sent to the Shark; I did not-see him again till he 
| went to the shore, where I saw him at a boarding 

house at Smyrna; there was a subscription taken u 
on board of the Constitution for some plate ; the sub- 
scription ‘commenced at Mahon; the plate was-pur- 
chased and brought on board at Lisbon—it was placed 
on the berth deck, that the crew might see it; the in- 
scription was nearly the same as you have read; I 
saw the plate in the main deck cabin twice—once on 
_the sideboard, once upon the table. The animals 
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were brought on board at Mahon and -placed first 
amidship; Lieut. Bullus told me 1 was appointed mate 
of the deck; previously I had been the commodore’s 
aid ; I requested to be relieved from the gun deck and 
to be put on watch; the animals were removed to 
stalls between the guns; I think there were 23 in all; 
there were 7 guns on the main deck on the larboard 
side disabled—the same number on the starboard side; 
I left the deck and was placed upon watch; this was 
the first afternoon out; to the best of my recollection 
the stalls were fastened to the trucks of the cannon; 
the upper part of the stalls were attached to the beams 
of the gun carriage overhead, and I think that some 
of them were fastened to the trucks; we arrived at 
Hampton Roads and anchored below fortress Monroe; 
the boats were then hoisted out; shortly afterwards 
the animals were also hoisted out; they were placed 
in the boats and landed at a small village abreast of 
the ship; the stalls were then taken down ;-at about 
5 o’clock the boats returned to the vessel—many of 
the men were very noisy, and one of the men was 
chasing the musicians about; I heard a noise on deck 
which I understood to arise from the men killing the 
master at arms; he took refuge in the wardroom; the 
men were throwing their mess things about; the 

were ordered off and went to the spar deck; towards 





night there was much fighting; there were three men 
confined between the guns on the starboard side ;) 
when the hammocks were piped down these men| 
were released by the crew and taken forward; later; 
than this I saw a crowd rushing on the gun’deck ; 
they seemed in pursuit of a negro named Ennis; they! 
were trying to strike him with a “tub;” Midshipman | 
Wager, myself and another interfered; the man was | 
then placed between the wheels double ironed; his: 
head was cut and bleeding; the uproar continued till 
near 11 o’clock; the men, when I interfered, appear- 
ed to be forcing him down the hatchway ; several men 
had hold of him and appeared to be forcing him down 
the hatch while one was striking him; their hatred, [) 
think, of the black arose from his having some time 
previously cut one of the crew. 

The deck was very blacx after the stalls were taken 
down, and was covered with a black slimy filth. The 
stalls were taken forward. What became of them I 
do not know. Shortly after the men were released, I 
saw Com, Elliott going forward accompanied by Lt. 
Bullus, myself and another. We went on to the fore- 
castle, when Com. Elliott stated to the crew that they 
had broken the regulations of the ship, and that they 
must take the men back where they had found them. 
He said to them that discipline must be preserved— 
that the ship should ‘be taken up to Norfolk in the 
morning, and they must be discharged—that a steamer 
had been sent for, for -the purpose. The men were 
not taken back. The crew retreated when the com- 
modore first approached them—the ship was noisy at 
the time. There were several replies to the commo- 
dore of “No, no.” They threatened Ensis—a man 
by the name of Birch, saying, “ Kill the negro.” I do 
not remember the number of men, nor how long they 
were employed in taking charge of the animals at 
Mahon. There were 8 or 9 employed in taking care 
of them on board of the Constitution. They were, I 
beliéve, excused from watch—whether they were ex- 
cused from quarters or not, I cannot say. Captain 
Boerum’s speech to the men on the Ist of August was, 
that the commodore was pleased with the conduct of 
the men—that they had done their duty, and were at 
liberty to goon shore. _ 

By the accused.—Previous to the disturbance at 
Hampton, the men had done their duty. I remained 
beside Midshipman Barton during the dressing of his 
wound until f became fatigued ; his leg required to 





be held very firmly. Midshipman Barton had a very 
small room on shore, though I thought him very com- 
fortably situated, except being alone. Consul Offle 

is dead. I do not know what his character for kind- 





rathera stern min; I saw a subscription list for plate ; 
but whether it was the first or second I do not know. 
I think I saw but one. I cannot say how many signa- 
tures it had. I do not know the motives that induced 
the men to make the present to Commodore Elliott. 
The carpenter superintended the putting up of the 
stalls. Ido not remember the state of the tide*when 
we arrived at Hampton; the wind was fiesh and fair. 
The wind was not ahead when we anchored, nor do I 
know that it was so afterwards. A large portion of 
the men were intoxicated; how many 1 cannot say. 
I do not know that the three men who were confined 
between the guns on the quarter deck were intoxica- 
ted; one of them had been very insolent to the boat- 
swain. When I say confined, I mean that they were 
inirens. I cannot say whether the men were or were 
not intoxicated at the time the commodore was ad- 
dressing them on the forecastle. I did not hear the 
men promise to behave themselves if the commodore 
would not iron them. I did not hear them tell the 
commodore that their times were out. I did not see 
the commodore and Captain Bullus in consultation 
after they left the men. I saw no personal violence 
towards the officers—no orders were obeyed. I con- 
sidered that the crew had possession of the ship. 
What I mean by the crew having possession of the 
ship, is, that they appeared to be doing as they pleas- 
ed, and that there was an end to all subordination. 
The marines were not turned out to restore order; 
why, I do not know. The times of many of them, I 
believe, were out. The following morning the men 
were more orderly. When we anchored, they were 
something noiSy aloft. The ship was got under way 
for Norfolk very well. I don’t know that a boat was 
sent for during the disorder at Hampton Reads, to set 
the men whose times had expired on shore. {I don’t 
know what officers had charge of the men during the 
landing of the animals. I remained on board the 
Constitution 17 or 18 days after her arrival at Norfolk, 
and until all the officers had left. After the stalls 
were taken down, the decks were washed down. The 
vessel was in as good order when handed over to 
Captain Zanizinger as vessels usually are that are de- 
livered to the dock yard. The guns, I thought, look+ 
ed badly. 

The Court adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow 
(Thursday) morning. 


oe eed 





 (WISCELLAVY. 


From the May Knickerbocker. 
REMINISCENCE OF THE LATE WAR. 


‘The Americans certainly exhibited a good degree 
of courage in several of their obstinate contests with the 
mother country; but in general, on land and sea, they 
showed little training, and less: finesse. A successful 
ruse de guerre was a rare achievement; yet sometimes 
signal advantages were obtained by an emulation of the 
arts and small cunning of our Gallic neighbors.’ 

Dez Roos, 

In the summer of 1811, I was passenger in a ship 
lying at Long Hope, in the Orkney Islands, waiting 
for a convoy gun-brig, daily expected from Leith, in 
Scotland, to protect us to the Baltic sea._ The de- 
tention of a week swelled our fleet to about twenty 
vessels, of various nations, among which were three 
or four Americans. Becoming impatient with the 
delay, seeing no prospect of a speedy deliverance 
and fearir~ the French cruisers, which then infested 
the German Ocean, we had no choice but to await 
the arrival of the expected brig or form a eonvoy of 
our own, sufficiently formidable to defend ourselves 
in case of attack. We determined on the latter; and 
a Yankee commander of a brig, whjch rejoiced in the 
security of fourteen wooden guns, and myself, under- 
took the management. We selected this brig as 
look-out vessel, and a large American ship, pai 











ness towards his own countrymen was; I thought him 


entirely black, as our commodore, who was requi 
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to carry by day a dargze red flag at t!.c main, and a | rival at Leith. Such proved to be the fact. We con- 
lantern at the peak during the night. tinued our course, falling in with no vessels, until we 
Our next difficulty was to obtain signals, to inferm reached Leith Roads, where we were annoueed as a 
the fleet from time to time of the intentions of our’ large fleet of merchantmen, under convoy of a United 
commodore. This caused some perpicxity; but my ! States’ gun-brig. : 
Yankee friend and myseli, after some deliberation,| But the reader will naturally inquire, * What has 
contrived, with three pieces of diiieront colored bun- | all this to do with the late war with Great Britain?’ 
ting, and the ensign and pendant, io form seventy- |'To which I answer, that it is merely given by-way 
five questions and answers, including a few points of | of intreduction, to show how I came in possession of 
the compass, in our course to Leith. her signals, and the use I subsequently made of them. 
Walking oae afternoon on the highlands overlook- In the summer of 1818, the frigate * President,’ 
ing the Pentland Frith, I met a gentleman, a passen- , Com. Rodgers, arrived in Boston harbor, after an un- 
er in one of the vessels forming our fleet, to whom successful cruise. 
mentioned the arrangements we had entered into,! The war was extremely unpopular among the peo- 
and exhibited a plan of the signals. He examined them | ple, and the uncharitable portion charged his not cap- 
attentively, was amused with ihe contrivance, and turing any of the enemy’s. ships, more to cowardice, 
remarking that he had a taste for painting, asked me | tinan to the difficulty he had encountered in finding 
if I had ever seen the signals used by the British navy. I any thing worth capturing, that was not convoyed by 
answered in the negative, wishing him to explain a‘fo’ce superior to his single frigate. 
what they were. We sat down, and with my pencil, For the first time it cecurred to me that the signals, 
on the back of a letter, I marked down, with lines and obtained two years previously, might be of service to 
dots, used by heraldry painters, each signal as he des- , ihe cominodore, in degoying some of the enemy’s 
cribed them, including the compass-signals. I never ' vessels within reach of his guns; and the thought no 
knew the name of this gentleman, but presume he | sooner entered my mind, than I sought them from 
was a British nayal officer, on-furlough. I thought | among my papers, and put my plan into immediate 
no more of these signals; but on going on board our execution. JT drew a compass, in the centre of which 
ship, threw them into my trunk, among various loose was represented the President, lying at anchor in the 
papers. harbor, and on the points, the thirty-two signals by 
Our fleet sailed, making a truly formidable appear-, which the men-of-war designated to the fleet the 
ance, with our black comingdore and his bloody flag, .course to be steered during the night, to evade a 
the look-out. brig ranging ahead, and sometimes far pursuing enemy; below, I painted the ten numbers, 
astern; and our vessels, of all nations, firing almost | represented by as many flags, with two others, form- 
every hour in the day, and running up and down sig- | ing the affirmative and negative. 
nals, by way of amusement. In this manner’we'! [was not personally acquainted with Com. Rodg- 
assed along the coast of Scotland, within sight of ers, at the time, although intimate with most of his 
and, and sometimes sufficiently near io discover the ward-room officers, by one of whom I sent the picture, 
towns, observing, what we then considered remarka- with a letter uddressed to him, showing how the sig- 
ble, that no vessels were to be seon, save atagreat nals were to be used, and observing that he should 
distance, and thdse standing in for the shore. obtain the number of one of the largest class of the 
Thus we continued quietiy on our course, until the | British frigates, and by hoisting it when an enemy 
afternoon of the third or fourth day, when our atten- . was in sight; it would without doubt decoy her within 
tion was drawn to a vessel bearing down upon us. Ati his reach. — z 
the time her oe A sails were only visible, bat! § Meeting the officer intrusted with these despatches 
soon the top-sails made their appearance, when our a few days afterward, he informed me that the Com- 
commodore run up the signal, ‘A large merchant- | modore, soon after he had taken them into his eabin, 
man ahead!’ Having charge of our signals, and ob | appeared on deck, apparently highly pleased, and 
serving that the stranger’s yards were very square, ordered one of his warrant officers to have some blue 
and her eanvass dark, I answered, ‘4 man-of-war!’' bunting painted black, very much to the surprise 
Immediate preparations were now made for action, of the officers, who could not conceive for what pur- 
by our fleet coming together, hauling up courses, and pose be intended it; but I was satisfied that the sig- 
taking in top-gallant sails ; bui not a flag was display- . nals were to be made, one them being black and 
ed, save the bloody one of our commodore. In a, yellow. 
short time the hull loomed up, and we then discover- |" ‘The ‘ President’ sailed, and I thought no more of 
ed the vessel to be a large. gun-brig, displaying the | the affair, until some weeks after, taking up a news- 
English flag ; and if any doubis existed as to her cha- | paper, I therein saw it stated that she had taken the 
raeter, they were sown dispelled by a heavy shot’ British government schooner Highflyer by stratagem. 
thrown ee across our “en when we hove to,| Soon after the peace, dining with Com. Rodgers, at 
as did all the fleet, and displayed our national colors. | his house in Washington, he related to me the follow- 
In a few moments a-boat was alongside, and the ofli- | ing circumstances, which I give nearly in his own 
cer, mounting the side-ladder, exclaimed ‘In the | words. : 
name of heaven, who are you?’ ‘I acknowledged the receipt of your letter,’ he ob- 
We informed him of what the reader already knows, | served, ‘and was determined to have the signals 
and entering our cabin, explained the plan of our ope- | made on board, and to try the experiment, none of 
rations. Being one of those jolly feltows with which | my officers understanding for what yurpose they were 
the British anen-of war then abounded, he lauched | intended. I cruised some time without meeting an 
heartily at the idea, helped us to finish a botile of enemy, until One afternoon we fellin with a schooner, 
wine, and stated that the fishermen from all parts of | some six or eight miles to windward of us. We 
the coast north of where we were then lying, had run | hoisted the British ensign, which she answered by 
into Aberdeen, and reported an Algerine flect near | displaying another, and at the same time a signal at 


the coast! They were certain of the fact; from the | her main-top-gal!ant mast head, which I immediately 
circumstance of a large black ship, carrying a bloody 


reumstan discovered was like one of thase you had given me. 
flag! Thi: ramor was transmitted to Leith py*tele- | From the list of English frigates, I selected the num- 


graph, and his vessel was despatched to ascertain the | ber of the ‘ Sea-Horse,’ one of their largest class, and 
cause of the alarm. ; known to be on our coast, and hoisted it. She bore 
In bidding us.geod afternoon, he observed thet he | down at once, and come under our stern; I ordered 


would ‘pay a visit to our commodore, and simply | her to heave to; and I would send a boxt on board of 
request him to haul down his red flag; ” adding, that | her. 


we were sufficiently formidable, without it, to iright- 
en all the Frenchmen we might meet, before our ar- 








‘This order was obeyed, and I despatched a lieu- 
tenant to bring her signal-book ; ‘enjoining on him, 
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and the crew, the strictest secrecy respécting our 
character. He was politely received by the captain, 
whose schooner proved to, be the ‘ Highflyer.’ Our 
lieutenant’s cout attracted his attention, not being of 
the latest London fashion, although the crown-and-. 
anchor was on the button; but casting his eyes on the 
frigate, seeing the British ensign, and now and then 
the red coat of a marine appearing above the ham- 
mock-netting, his mind was apparently set at rest. 
‘The lieutenant informed: him that he was request- 
ed to bring his signal book on board the Sea-horse,’ 
in order to have some aiterations made, as there was 
a rumor that the Yankees had possession of something 
like the signals, and it was therefore necessary to 
change the numbers! This ruse had the desired ef- 
fect, and our lieutenant returned with the book, which 


placed me in command of the whole correspondence.of | _ 


the British navy. I then sent the gig for the captain, 
requesting him to come on board, and bring any des- 
patches he might have in charge. { 

‘On reaching our deck, he seemed surprised at the | 
size of the vessel, praised her’ cleanliness, and the 
order in which every thing appeared; admired the 
new red-coats of the marines, and on being invited 
into the cabin, handed me a bundle of despatches for 
Admiral Warren, who, he observed, must be within 
forty miles to leeward. I ordered refreshments, and, | 
in company with several of my officers, we entered 
into general conversation. 

‘IT asked him what object Admiral Warren had in’ 
cruising in that neighborhood? He said, to intercept! 
the American privateers and merchantinen, but parti- : 
cularly to catch Com. Rodgers, who, he understood, ' 
had command of one the largest and fastest-sailing: 
frigates in the American navy! I inguired of him 
what kind of a man this Rodgers was, and if ever he 
had seen him? He said no; but he had understood 
that he was an odd character, and devilish hard to 
eatch. After conversiag on severaal other subjects, ' 
I abruptly put this question to hin— 

«<< Sir, do you know wiiat vessel you are on board 
of?? ‘ ‘ ay) 

*6<«Why yes, sir,’ he replied; ‘on board his Ma-- 
jesty’s ship Sea-Horse.’ 

«Then, sir, you labor under a great mistake. ! 
You are on board the United States frigate President, | 
and I am Commodore Rodgers, at your service.’ ” 

‘The dying dolphin never assumed a greater va- | 
riety of colors, than did this poor fellow’s face. ¢ Sir,’ 
said he, ‘you are disposed to be humorous, and must | 
be joking!’ I assured him it was no joke; and to 
satisfy him on that head, handed him my commission. | 








At the same moment the band struck up ‘ Yankee | - 


Doodle,’ 6n our quarter deck ; on reaching which, he} 
saw tue American ensign flying, the red-coats of the | 
marines turned blue, and the crown-and-anchor but- 
ton metamorphosed into the eagle. 

‘This affair,’ observed the Commodore, ‘ was of | 
immense importance to our country, We-obtained 
in full the British signals; the operations of Adiniral 
Warren, by the non-receipt of his despatches, were 
destroyed for the season; and it probably saved the 
frigate, for the course I was running, at the time 
of my falling in with the Highflyer, would have 
brought me into the midst of his fleet during the 
night.’ G. B. 

New Yorx, March, 1840. 





Tur New Yorx Brste Socitety.—This Society, 
whose object is to supply with copies of the Bible the 
sailors who visit our port; immigrant families who. 
are constantly arriving; the navat and military posts 
of the harbor, and the inmates of our prisons and ha- 
mane institutions—is about making known its wants 
to benevolent individuals by private and personal ap- 
plications. We thus publicly notice the intention of 
the committee, that the minds of such of our readers 





as are sympathetic with efforts so praiseworthy, may 
bo prepared for the application.—N. Y. American, 
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Selected Poetry. 





From the Knickerbocker, for May. 
LINES 
IN MEMORY OF THE LATE LIEUT. WM. HULBERT, 
U.S. A.. WHO WAS MURPERED BY A PARTY OF 
SEMINOLE INDIANS, NEAR FORT FRANK BROOKE, 
IN FLORIDA, IN MAY, 1839. 


Not where the youthful soldier loves to yield 
His final breath, and close his failing eye, 

"Mid martial sounds, upon the battle field, 
Did he, the young and noble-hearted, die. 


The colors of his country did not wave 
In triumph o’er the spot where Heuser fell, 
Yet shall his name be counted with the brave 
Who knew their duiy, and performed it well. 


And though for him no marble pile may raise 
Its lofty summit to the southern sky, 

No graven lines of hyperbolic praise 
Arrest the traveller’s cold and tearless eye: 


Better memorials of his name shall live; 
Remembrancers more durable and dear 

Than all Marmorean eulogy can give, 
Or all the monuments that art can rear. 


For his had been the favored lot below, 
Earth’s purest and most sacred joys to find, 
In all the fond affection that could flow 
From hearts. whose tendrils with his own were 
twined. 


And his the solace, an unfailing fund, 
Beneath whatever skies destined to rove, 

To know, to feel, he could not go beyond 
A mother’s blessing, and a sister’s love ! 


And at the toilsome day’s desired close, 

When with long vigils his young eye grew dim, 
He slept, confiling in the prayer that rose, 

Far in the green land of his native home, for him. 


And love, though unavailing to avert 
The fortune he was fated to fulfil, 
Survives the ere rae re Power to reassert, 
Her dear prerogative of memory still. 


Yes, love survives! and beautiful and green 
Her wreath, of recollected virtues wove: 
And, smiling by her side, is ever seen 
Hope, pointing to the realms of bliss above ! 





THE SAILOR BOY. 


By Carrais Wittes Jounson, R, N. 


The sailor boy rocks in his canvas nest, 

The harder it blows, the sounder his rest; 

What vision bends o’er him? his mother in tears, 
Whose fond words at parting in fancy he hears; 
Though the deck fore and aft is swept by the foam, 
The sailor boy slumbers and dreams of his home. 


‘That home far away fond memory brings, 

Still fresh to his heart on her rapid wings, 

Tis the bright star of hope, whose light never dies, 
”T'is the one streak of blue in his cloudy skies; 

W hate’er be his fate, in what climes he may roam, 
‘Those thoughts are the sweetest that turn to his home. 


The waves swell to mountains, and loud howls the 


ale 
Hark! the shrill whistle, ‘‘ All hands shorten sail.” 
On the topsail yardarm he is rock’d to and fro, ~ 
Whilst a fathomless grave yawns open below; 
But though the masts bend to the feathery foam, 
The danger he recks. not, but sings of his home, . 


. 


The foe heaves in sight, and glory alone 

Absorbs every thought—none other he’ll own: 
Tho’ death hovers oe he’s true to his gun; 
His is triumphant; the victory’s won. -_ 
For Me lowa aie land the seas he’ll still roam, 
And in fighting her battles, he fights for his home, 
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TriaL or Commopore Evtiott.—We continue 
eur extracts of the proceedings as reported in the 
Philadelphia Ledger. Having noticed a charge of 
delay on the part of the Department for not bringing 
the accused to trial until nearly a year after the court 
of inquiry in his case had adjourned, we have taken 
pains to ascertain the facts. We find that the pro- 
ceedings of the court of inquiry were very volumin- 
ous indeed—more so, probably, than those of any 
previous court. These of course must necessarily 
be examined with care by the revising power, before 
the propriety of ordering a court martial could be 
decided upon. As seon as that step was determined, 
the proceedings were placed in a train for the prepa- 
ration of charges and specifications in legal and proper 
form.. We are convinced that no delay but such as 
was inevitable has taken place, and that the Depart- 
ment has acted with all the promptitude compatible 
with the magnitude and importance of the case. 





—_— 


Whenever a writer undertakes to relate as sober 
fact matters of historical notoriety, he onght tobe cer- 
tain that he has truth on his side, and some slight 
acquaintance with the loéalities he professes to des- 
cribe. We are often amused at the blunders commit- 
ted by British writers, when this country is their 
theme ; nor can we always restrain our choler when 
our institutions, manners, and people afe attempted 
to be ridiculed. The good feeling generally which 
has subsisted between the two countries for more 
than twenty-five years, and thie close relations of 
amity which time serves but to strengthen, ought to 
be a bar against the puny efforts of hireling writers 
to vent their spleen upon us. From the liberal and 
intelligent portion of Englishmen, better things are 
expected, and doubtless a correct estimate of us is 
formed by them ; but there still remain a vast num- 
ber who know us only by the reports of others ; and 
it would appear to be a pleasure to many of those 
who visit, us for the purpose of carrying back to their 
countrymen their impressions, to represent us in the 
most odious. light. There is yet another class, who 
err ignorantly, though maliciously ; we refer to those 
literary scrihblers who. write for a living,.and who 
manufacture articles to order, to suit the market they 
are intended for. 

We confess that we are surprised to see in a work 
bearing the high character which the United Service 
Journal does, the grossest misrepresentations of us. 
The British officers, of either branch of service, who 
visit us, appear mostly to be intelligent and liberal- 
minded men, and could certainly furnish correct in- 
formation of our real condition. — 

The United. Service Journal contains many articles 
whieh; hear evident marks of being fabricated to suit 
the occasion. If their own historical reeconis are as 
wide of the truth, as.those which profess to treat of 
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this country, then must our faith in all their histories 
be very much weakened, if not utterly annihilated. 
In the numbers of that work for April and May, we 
have what purports to be “ Recollections of the Ex- 
pedition to the Chesapeake, and against New Or- 
leans, in the years 1814-15. By an Old Sub.” We 
question whether the writer is what he represents 
himself to be, or whether he witnessed the scenes he 
describes. The whole may easily have been made 
up from the numerous books which have been put 
forth at intervals from that period to the present. 
With the exception of tolerable correctness as to 
dates, respecting which there was no necessity for 
misstatement, the imagination forms the groundwork 
of the narrative. 





We will quote one sentence as a sample. In speak- 
ing of the capture of Washington, May No., p. 25, 
the writer says : 

“ The Presidential residence, which is situated be- 
neath the Capitol Hill, and which, according to evi- 
dence given before.the committee of investigation 
subsequently appointed by Congress, had been con- 
verted into a military post, and before we entered the 
city was garrisoned by a company of infantry, with 
two pieces of artillery, was next given to the flames, 
and a similar fate befel an extensive edifice used for 
the business.of the War Office and the Treasury.” 


There are many now living who remember the 
conflagration of the public buildings at Wasliington. 
We have a distinct recollection of it. They will 
perceive at a glance how extremely accurate the 
writer is in his description of localities. ‘The Pre- 
sidential residence, which is. situated beneath the 
Capitol Hill,” is in reality a mile and a half distant; 
and so far from “having been converted into a mili- 
tary post,” there never was even a sentinel stationed 
within its preeincts; while the ‘extensive edifice” 
was in fact two buildings, on different sides of the 
President’s house, one occupied by the War and Navy 
Departments, and the other by the State and Treasu- 
ry Departments. 


And this is the stuff which is put forth as sober 
history, to gull the people of Great Britain, confes- 
sedly the most gullible people on earth. We could 
take up the whole article, and point out its errors, 
paragraph by paragraph, but the game is not worth 
the candle. This one example will suffice. The 
article closes with a description of the attack on Fort 
McHenry and landing at North Point. Baltimore, 
according to this accurate delineator, is “ surrounded 
by a chain of hills, of which that called Clinkapin 
Hill, on the east, is the key.” 


Americans generally, but Washingtonians and Bal- 
timoreans especially, you may rejoice in having found 
a historian, worthy to hand your deeds down to 
posterity! You need not take that trouble upon 
yourselves ; the labor is already prepared to your 
hands. 

We observe that these Recollections (!'!! )} are ‘To 


be continued,’ probably through several successive 
numbers. 
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Tue Dairy Curoniece is the title of a new 
penny paper, published at Philadelphia, by Messrs. 
Alexander and Scott. The contents appear to be 
diversified and interesting, and it is neutral in poli- 
tics. 

In the number of the 19th instant we find an un- 
warranted charge against the Navy Department, of 
irregularity and neglect in not answering the calls 
upon it for money; and “this delay is presumed to 
arise from a culpable neglect in some branch of” the 
Department. An inquiry at home, of the proper 
source, or even a knowledge of the proceedings of 
Congress, would have satisfied the editors that there 
was no neglect of the Department in this instance. 
The delay or omission has arisen solely from the 
highly “culpable neglect” of Congress to pass the 
appropriation bills for the support of the army and 
navy, Appropriations heretofore have always been 
made, except in one or two instances, for the year 
ending on the 31st of December; and if, from any 
cause, the appropriations should be delayed, great 
public injury, as well as private inconvenience, must 
result. 

The Navy Department (and possibly the War De- 
partment too) has been meeting the most urgent de- 
mands upon it by the transfer, from one head of 
appropriation to another, of such unexpended balan- 
ces as remained on hand, and the laws authorized. 











The fact is, the current appropriations were exhausted | 


long ago, and unless some other plan is anaga 


either changing the termination of the fiscal year, or 
appropriating for three or six months of the succeed- 
ing one—the public service and the public creditors 
must sustain injury. Nearly five months of the 
present year have elapsed, and yet no appropriations 
are made for it; the operations of the Departments 
are cramped for the want of meahs—the most favor- 
able season to commence operations is thus often 
wasted in a vain expectation of the requisite funds— 
while the time of Congress is more than idly spent 
in political debates, questions of order, and “ popu- 
larity-hunting” speeches. It is full time a reform 
was commenced there; and this might easily be 
effected by sending as representatives fewer politi- 
cians and more working men. 

Several vessels of war are now on their way home 
—the frigate Columbia, and sloops John Adams, 
Falmouth, and Lexington ; their crews’ terms of ser- 
vice have nearly if not quite expired, and they will 
expect, on arrival, to be immediately paid off and 
discharged. Will it be any satisfaction to them to be 
told that they cannot be paid, as Congress has appro- 
priated no money? Will it be an inducement for 
them to re-enter the naval service, to be kept out of 
their pay after returning from a long cruise? A 
sailor’s first thought and uncontrollable inclination, 
on reaching port, are to go on shore for a frolic. If 
disappointed in his object, he becomes soured and re- 
bellious. The scenes on board the frigate Constitution 


at Norfolk; two years ago, ought to be a warning not 
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It is indeed refreshing to turn aside from the eternal 
din of party politics, to witness the occasional efforts 
of men of liberal minds for the advancement of science 
and the arts, or the promotion of the welfare of their 
fellow mortals. 

To judge mankind at large by the pursuits of 
classes, one would be led to infer that money was the 
grand desideratum, the one thing needful, to secure 
the enjoyments of life ; while others would induce us 
to believe that the possession of office, of any kind 
or degree, is the sovereign panacea. Hence, while 
the mass are struggling to reach the goal of their 
desires, any deviation from the common track cannot 
fail to draw attention, from its very novelty, if not 
for its aim. 

A correspondent of the Philadelphia Ledger gives 
some information of contemplated movements in this 
city which is new to us, and doubtless so to many of 
our readers who are on the spot. 

We hail with pleasure such manifestations of a 
disposition to advance the cause of science ; they 
indicate that the pressure of official duties does not 
exclude the thoughts of and devotion fo the refined 
enjoyments of social life. More solid fame will ac- 
crue to the founders of an institution such as that 
here spoken of, than the most brilliant campaigns or 
victories could secure. ' 

The zealous and cheerful co-operation of the army 
and navy in a work promising so many substantial 
benefits, we should hope, will not be withheld. The 
seat of the General Government is the most appropri- 
priate place that could be selected for an institution 
so national in its design; and the heads of depart- 
ments have greater facilities and power for promoting 
the introduction of natural curiosities or works of art, 
than individuals or societies elsewhere. 


Correspondence of the Public Ledger. 
Wasuineton, May 20, 1840. 

Messrs. Enirors: As you dislike party politics, yet 
no doubt have no objection to accounts of praiseworthy 
and remarkable transactions of public men, not of a 
party or even political charaeter, I shall submit-to you 
for publication, if you think it worthy, in your valuable 
journal, a short statement of a movement, which I for 
one was much pleased to hear of, in this great ste 
of mere foul faction. It appears that Mr. Poinsett, who 
is, I think, laudably ambitious of founding some lasting 
and useful institutions, has had several meetings at his 
house lately of evenings, of men of science and litera- 
ture, without distinction of party, in order to establish 
a society under the immediate auspices of the Secreta- 
ries of War and the Navy, for the preservation and pro- 
motion of objeets of science under the patro the 
President of the United States: the President to be pa- 
tron, the Secretaries of War and the Navy to be per- 
manent members, believe, directors of this society. It 
is thought that those two departments, the one. by its 
personal connections with all parts of our own 
spread country, the other with all parts of the globe 
may contribute valuable. specimens, information, and 
objects in science and art, and that under the auspices 
of the heads of those departments, with the patronage 
of their commander-in-chief, the nation and the cause of 
science will be great yee by such contributions. 
There have been several meetings on this subject at 
Mr. Poinsett’s house, and, it is said, the design is warm- 
ly going forward. Last week, at 2 full and highly 
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the society, as drafted by a committee appointed for the 


purpose, and it was considered and adopted. Surely, it 
is gratifying to see such personages as John Quincy 
Adams, Governor Lincoln, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Hassler, 
Mr. Nicolet, Mr. Greenhow, General Macomb, Mr. 
Poinsett, Mr. Paulding, Mr. Gilpin, and many other 
distinguished public men, harmoniously meeting to 
promote the great_cause of science, discarding party and 
politics, and uniting in perfect harmony for the general 
welfare. Such have been the meetings and proceedings 
of this society, as I understand. As such, I heartily for 
one co ae them, and think that you, as independent 
journalists, may like to make these laudable efforts 
public. 





We learn that orders have been transmitted to Pen- 
sacola for the whole of the West India squadron, 
with*the exception of the Warren, to return to nor- 
thern ports during the hurricane months. It is pro- 
bable that every harbor of size between Portland and 
the capes of the Chesapeake will be visited by one or 
more of the squadron during the summer; thus form- 
ing, as it were, a temporary home squadron, and 
strengthening the attachment of the .people to the 
navy, by amopportunity to inspect the ships and be- 
come acquainted with the officers. 

Such a plan, we think, cannot fail to be highly 
advantageous as well as agreeable to the officers at- 
taclied to the squadron ; it will withdraw them from 
an enervating climate, for a brief period during which 
they must otherwise necessarily be lying idle in port, 
afford them a chance of seeing their friends and invi- 
gorating their constitutions by the bracing air of the 
north; and they will return to their station in the 
fall with elastic spirits and improved heakh. 





On Sunday evening, 10th instant, a detatched 
laboratory building at the St. Louis Arsenal, con- 
taining a quantity of carbine cartridges, was blown 
up and destroyed. The loss does not exceed $3,000. 
There is no doubt of its being the act of an incen- 
diary, as the building had ‘not been opened for 24 
hours previous to the occurrence, and the keys were 
found, on examination, safely locked up in the office. 





“ APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the Sendte. 


Captain Joun B. Nicotsox, to be a member of the 


Board of Navy Commissioners, from the 18th May, 
1840. — 





Army ReeuLtations—Mixirary Laws.—Weare 
requested to state that there are no copies of Army 
Regulations, or Military Laws in the Adjutant Gen- 
eral's office for distribution ; and that, therefore, those 
works, for which frequent applications are made by 
officers of the army, cannot be furnished. 

{GA few copies of the last edition of the Military 
Laws are for sale at this office. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
May 21—Comm’r. J. Percival, navy, 

Capt. J. Page, 4th infy., Gadsby’s 

Capt. J. A. Phillips, Sth infy., do. 

Paymaster D. Randall, army, H.K. Randall’s 
22—Major L, Thomas, A. A. G., Georgetown 
23—Lt. A. H. Dearborn, Ordnance, Gadsby’s 

Major M. M. Payne, 2d arty., Fuller’s 


Fuller’s 


. 
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NAVAL SCHOOL SHIPS. 

The establishment of receiving ships on the present 
footing at the naval stations of Boston, New York, and 
Norfolk, may be justly considered an important step 
towards the improvement of otir navy. The appren- 
ticeship system, fostered by the care of the Navy De- 
partment, is carried out in those noble ships (so well 
calculated of themselves to arouse the pride of a 
young sailor) in a manner highly honorable to the 
zeal and perseverance of the present Secretary of the 
Navy; as well as those to whom they are confided. 
Under the command of intelligent officers, these lads, 
many of them taken from the abodes of poverty and 
ignorance; are training up for respectability and 


usefulness, and are progressing with a rapidity equal 


at least to the most sanguine expectations of the 
warmest advocates of the system; and there can no 
longer be a doubt in the mind ofthe most sceptical, 
that if it is pursued with the energy which has so far 
marked its progres, we shall soon see added to our 
navy numbers of patriotic, intelligent, and efficient 
Americans, to fill the important and responsible sta- 
tions of warrant and petty officers, as well as able 
seamen, at present in many cases supplied by fo- 
reigners. 

With whom the present system originated, I donot 
pretend to decide ; but that the present head of the 
Department has been the first to act with becoming 
vigor, is demonstrated by its present thriving condi- 
tion. But a more recent measure, adopted in connec- 
tion with these ships, promises to be of equally great 
and lasting benefit to the navy and nation: I mean 
the plan of attaching the newly appointed acting mid- 
shipmen to these vessels previously to their being 
ordered to sea. ‘Here, under proper guidance, they 
will be initiated into. the duties of their station, ac- 
quire a knowledge of the routine of a ship, the eti- 
quette so essential to a proper discipline and subordi- 
nation, as well as the practical atid méchanical parts 
of a seaman’s duty, as now taught the apprentices, 
in which these young midshipmen will be called on 
to take a part suitable to their situations in the navy. 
In addition to the practical parts of a seaman’s duty, 
with which every officer should be intimately ac- 
quainted, such as reefing, furling, bending and un- 
bending sails, sending up and down yards, rigging 
and unrigging, exercising great guns, &c. &c., they 
will be instructed in mathematics, the French and 
Spanish languages, and other branches of knowledge 
essential to form intelligent, efficient, and practical 
sea-officers. 

For such purposes, the advantages presented by 
these schools are superior to those afforded by estab- 
lishments on shore. They have, moreover, continu- 
ally before their eyes as models, good officers, at the 
same time practical illustrations of discipline, and are 
under that wholeome restraint indispensably necessa- 
rv in the education of youth for the profession; and 
they enjoy that pleasing excitement in produced 
in the mind of the young aspirant by the “ pomp and 
circumstance ”’ of a well ordered ship of war. Here 
they will reeeive their first impressions, always abid- 
ing, and on which theif future-destiny so much de- 
pends. They will acquire the art of taking care of 
themSelves and effects ; to be neat in their persons, 
&e.&e. All these acquirements will be attained in 
the quiet and order of one of these ships, in a shorter 
time, and more readily than if at once thrust on board 
a ship going to sea, where amidst the attendant bustle, 
motion of the ship, and consequent sickness, in a 
scene entirely new, a raw lad is exposed to much that 
is disheartening. This will be the case where all 
around are so much engaged by their own duties and 
cares, as to have little time to bestow on others. 

The youth who has served his probation on board a 
receiving ship, although not more exempt from sea- 
sickness than others, will be no longer a novice; 80 
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soon as he * finds his sea-legs,” he will be enabled at 
once to enter on his duty with alacrity and useful- 
ness, 

In short, whatever, view we take of the subject, it 
thust be admitted, the present receiving (or in equally 
appropriate phrase, school-of-practice) ships promise 
many advantages to the rising generation of naval 
characters. Their establishment in their present shape 
reflects honor on the head of the Department, of 
whom itis but common justice to say, he has done 
more for the advancement of the best interests of the 





general, I would lie in wait in swamps and hammocks, 
where the Indian’s route passes... | qvould make my 
young men stay there for days—weeks, if it were ne- 
cessary ; five or six of them can have a small camp 
in a hammock as well as five or six Indians. White 
men can keep silent as well as Indians. We are all 
mortal. We are all the sons of women, master Page. 
You see I read Shakspeare. But now you scout, 
move about, to find Indians! Ha! ha! bat ohent 
they can hear your footsteps as far as you can hear 
their rifles, and see your blue jackets as plain in the 


navy, especially in these important particulars and in| woods as the blue sky above. I can see. no differ- 
restoration of discipline, than his predecessors for|ence between white men and Indians 1n the healthy 
years. ‘The service owes much to the firmness with | season, except in patience ; you must lay s#ill and 
which he has discharged his duty in requiring service | walt. Were I a white general, when the climate be- 
from all; exacting from all duty at sea; affording to; came unhealthy, I would preserve my soldiers and let 
all, in their turns, stations or shore. This is equal |the Indians go to the devil.” ~ 


justice, and will go far to allay many of those jealous- | He looked as though he thought there was some 
ies and heart-burnings with which’a contrary course | sense in all this, while I, perfectly disgusted at such 


has so long distracted the navy. preposterous notions, anxious to turn the subject, en- 


ARION. | quired the object of a bundle of red, another bundle 
anaes |of eh th another bundle of black sticks, that I 
% _ | saw carefully enwrapped in dressed deer skins, about 
A VISIT TO SAM JONES’S CAMP. Parr IV. | six inches of the suds cal visible. 

I recounted to Sain unanswerable reasons ( which| ‘ They are the consolidated return,” said he ; “these 
he only laughed at) why it was no criterion that the red ones are on detached service in the field; the 
war having continued five years, should continue five | white ones are men present for light duty, that is all 
vears longer. The principal difficulty, I confessed, | the old men and such others as could not go out; and 
that the enormous expense; ‘but this,” said I, ‘is the black ones are‘ alterations since last return,’ death 
being gradually reduced,” and with”emotions I can-! making the only alterations.” 
not depict, but will never forget, I drew forth the; I smiled at this idea, and proceeded to astonish 
corn bag order and read it to him.’ I saw his proud him with the manner we did business; first, how we 
spirit quailed slightly, but being a man of great agili- had a great head at the head of all ; then two smaller 
ty of countenance, he as suddenly regained his com- heads at the head of two great departments that divi- 
posure and. pretended to laugh away his consterna-'|ded the whole country; and then how the Florida 
tien; but the eifect produced was palpable. I heard, army had a great head, and how there was a district 
him talking of corn bags for a week after in his sleep. east of the Suwannee, and another west; and -how 
This was indeed a triumph for me. One victory these had little districts, and sub-districts, and little 
urges on to another; I proceeded to tell him that sub-districts, and cube root little sub-districts, and’so 
there were often plenty of horses at Garey’s Ferry, omdown, until by and by we expected to whittle the 
Tallahassee, Tampa, and other places, but we let whole army off to a point, and then divide the little 
them stay there eating forage, and made our officers ' end of nothing, shaved sharp, into districts. It may 


walk. . 

*T should suppose,” observed he, “you would 
take horses, that your officers, who have to move 
from one point to another, and must have twice as 
much to do as any of your men, might ride until their 
services on foot become necessary, and then, dis- 
motinting, not feeling tired, be able to fairly fly 
about.” : 

What could I say to such unheard of ignorance? 


| well be said the savages are a phlegmatic race, for the 


magnitude of this great scheme had not the least ef- 
fect on him. In fact, he rather smiled at my earnest- 
ness ; and it was in vain I labored a full hour to con- 
vince-him that *‘in a multitude of counsellors there is 
wisdom.”’ He rather confused me by retorting, * too 
| many tooks spoil the broth.” As he was obdurate 
jon this point, I spoke again of ;his white, red, and 
| blatk sticks, and told him how we did; about every 


‘* General Jones! ” said I, emphatically, “it is not’ captain making out four great muster rolls, and how 
military for foot officers to ride, and you have no pro- when they had nothing particular to do at the Head 
per notions of glory! ” , Quarters, they issued great orders ; and I was fairly 

This ought to have been a poser, but such is the: tempted to quarrel with him when he * pshaw’d” at 
obscurity of brain of this deluded race, that Sam, who the last great order (No. 14) about muster rolls, 
is decidedly the smartest man among them, could not. ( which I read to him,) and he went so far as to say 
be convinced that there was no probability of our ex- it was unjust because some muster rolls had been 
terminating his people by being military; and he was , wrong, that they should issue an orderto all the army, 
so dull as not to be able to see how glory arose from making a sort of latent censure upon innocent and 





marching along dusty roads in midsummer, instead 
of riding. 

“As for me,” exclaimed the simple savage, “‘ were 
you whites to murder my people, I would not care 
about being military, but I’d take devilish good care 
you did not do it again; and my people would kill 
me, were I to send my young men on a walk of fifty 
miles for nothing, (and what is your scouting, in 


guilty alike. I then told him of the recapitulation. 
«All your sticks are red,” said I, *‘ but you will 
not know next month how many meh were sick 
this!” 
**T know that,’? answered he, with unparalleled 
-effrontery, “ but what harm will it be if I dont?” 
|. What harm?” cried I, in wonder; “ why they 


: 3 , 
| would write to an officer in our army six months 


plain English, but that,) just because ‘some one of about it, but what they would find out.” 


them had been killed ; and as for glory, what would 
you get by killing the whole of us?” 

This I own -was a sockdollager, but I gave a look 
of contempt to the speaker, demanding— 

“What would you do in our case?” 

«‘ Bless your soul!” replied this mass of self-con- 
ceit, “I will swap hands and beat you both. What 
“would I do, if I commanded the whites? Just what 
Ido now. Now [f lay in wait at the side of roads, 
and know where your people pass. Were Ia white 


| I then stated how returns went from a company to 
the atom of a district, then to a big district, then to a 
bigger, then to the biggest, and so on slowly up to the 
fountain head; when, if they were found wrong, 
small drops of dissatisfaction would dripple down. 
One would suppose I had by this time excited his 
fears and admiration, but no; he very calmly took a 
deliberate whiff, and remarked, ee 
“Weill! if all you tell me be true, I dont wonder 
ten thousand cant lick one.” JUNIUS, ~ 
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Domestic Intelligence. 











Sr. AveusTINE, May 15.—Gen. ArmISTEAD has 
ge a a of 900 men at Fort King, * 
the 22d of this month. They will be composed o 

FLORIDA WAR. footmen and horsemen, and Hom in divisions of 
HEADQUARTERS, 7TH REGIMENT OF INF’y,' 100 each, independent of each other, in the enemy’s 
) Fort Micanopy, May 1, 1840. |country. The season for gathering their grain is near 

GenerAL: Captain Rains being too badly wounded at hand, as well as assemblages for their green corn 
to make a report of his affair with the enemy on the | dance, when purification for war and a relation of their 
28th ultimo, I avail myself of the information obtain- | enterprises, strengthen them to renewed efforts in 
ed by Lieut. R. C. Gatlin, Adjutant 7th infantry, who | their aggressions on the whites. Should these scouts, 
returned from Fort King yesterday, to lay before you | now charged with the duty of hunting for the enemy, 
a detailed account of it. It appears that about 10, come upon them, we may hope for results, nonpr feq at 
o’clock, A. M. on the 28th ultimo, Captain Rains, | least from those which have been had for the last 
with a party of sixteen men, were attacked by the|twelve months. If the enemy shall have dispersed 
enemy in force in a small hammock two miles south into small parties, a great and invaluable gain will be 
of Fort King. The first intimation of their presence effected in the destruction of his planting grounds, 
was a volley from their rifles,’ and it was soon per-|and he will learn with trembling, that though he has 
ceived that the party were entirely surrounded. A | sown in quiet, he shall notreapin security. Gen. Arm- 
charge was made to the piney woods, to the south of | istead has taken hold of affairs in Florida with a vigor- 
the fainmack, but finding the enemy in force there,|ous hand. Success must and should accompany such 
and the trees too small to afford a shelter to our party, | effort; and if he fails, he will have the proud conso- 
the hammock was charged again, and a strong line of , lation of having deserved it.— News. ‘ 
the enemy, posted on its north side, was forced. Trees 
were then taken, and a firing in retreat thencom-{ CHArteEston, S.C., May 23.—We understand that 
menced. The ground was-contested, foot by foot, for | Smith’s wharf, in Hampstead, has been hired by the 
near half an hour, when, the leader of the enemy hav- | Government as a navy yard, and is about to undergo 
ing been killed, the firing ceased on their part, and | alterations immediately for that purpose.— Patriot. 
our. party withdrew to the fort. 

Our loss was a sergeant and one man killed; Cap-| AmertcaAn SeAmen’s Frienp Socretry.—Last 
tain Rains and two privates were dangerously, and aj} evening the anniversary of this society was celebra- 
corporal and private slightly, wounded. The enemy’s | ted at the Tabernacle, it being the first for this inter- 
loss was four warriors killed ; among them, it is sup- |esting week. The chair was taken by A. Van Sin- 
posed, a chief of some importance, as their firing deren, Esq., the president, and after an introductory 
ceased immediately after his fall. Captain Rains es-| prayer an abstract of the report was read by the Rev. 
timated their number at seventy, but private Kyle,' Mr. Greenleaf. A venerable ship master from the 
who lay concealed in the hammock until after "eu | State of Maine was then introduced to the audience. 
had left, states that he counted, as they filed off to the; He spoke with great animation for somé twenty 
southwest, ninety-three warriors, fifteen squaws bear- | minutes, ina truly nautical and impressive style. He 
ing,off the dead, (four) and four negroes. His state- | alluded feelingly to the many privations of the temp- 
ment may be relied on. , est-tossed mariner, and showed that although for 

To Captain Rains great praise is due for his cour-| many of our comforts we are indebted to the seamen, 
age and skill in extricating his party from the very | yet there is no class of men so long neglected as they 
difficult situation in which they were placed. The|have been. He rejoiced, however, that a brighter 
conduct of his men is highly commendable. They |day had dawned, and that something was doing for 
fought with true courage against an overwhelming | those who went down to the sea in ships. If it was 
force, and prolonged the contest, not for their own) only as a prudential matter, we should give all the 
safety, but to protect and bring off their wounded | aid in our power to induce seamen to be a temperate 
companions. and a moral people—for to them are committed the 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - treasures of the earth, and the lives and fortunes of a 

WM. WHISTLER, vast multitude. We should not think them beneath 
Lt. Col. 7th inf. com’g sub-division. -| our notice, and cast them from us as those that have 
Gen. Z. Tayrror, no souls. 
Commanding army of the South, The character of a sailor is of a very peculiar kind, 
Fort Fanning, East Florida. Treat him kindly, and you have his affections imme- 
diately ; show him that you consider him your friend, 

Pensacota, May 9.—The U. S. ship Ontario J.| and let our captains look upon him as in the path of 
D. Williamson, Esq., commander, sailed from this; promotion. Let them not be condemned as creatures 
port on Tuesday, 5th inst., having been detached from ‘fitted only for the forecastle. Find out their capa- 
the West India squadron. She proceeded hence to, bilities—induce every man to take with him to seaa 
New York, having completed a three years’ cruise on quadrant, and afford him every opportunity for takin 
this station; during this time the Ontario has not lost! an observation. Let the captain assist him to wor 
a single officer or seaman while on board, and of the | out his dead reekoning. That was the course he had 
sick that have been sent to the Naval Hospital but four ' pursued, and it was one that he now looked upon with 
have died. For two months in succession, July and) pleasure, Be sure, said the captain, and let every 
August, not a single case was reported. The follow- | lover of seamen and of their eternal welfare take care 
ing is a list of her officers : that they are supplied with the Holy Scriptures, and 

. D. Wririamson, Commander; Lieuts, W. E.| with other valuable books when they goto sea. En- 
Hant, J. F. Green ; Acting Master, J.J. Forbes; Pur-| courage them to select proper places for boarding 
ser, J. Bryan; Surgeon, A. G. Gambrill; Assistant Sur-| when on shore, and having done this, it will not be 
scons J.J, Abernethy; Midshipmen, R. P, Lovell, C. E.| long before you will see a pleasing result among the 

etaming, J. Rutledge, J.D. Todd, S. D. Lavellette, | seamen, He rejoiced at what was_now doing for the 
W.E, Boudinot, J. K. Duer, J. Matthews, Jr., Wm.| children of seamen. Buta few days had passed since 
Hi. Jamesson.; Captain’s Clerk, Jos. Gideon; Gunner, | he had the pleasure of addressing of such children 
Elisha Whitten ; acting Ca er, James Doremus. | assembled in Sunday school at Philadelphia;. they 

Passengers. —Licut. E. Farrand, Surgeon Daniel} were as clean and as orderly as any children he had 
Egbert, *t Surgeon J. W. B. Greenhow, Mr. G.| ever seen in any Sabbath school, and afforded a pro- 
D. Lemoine. mise that the labor bestowed on them would.not be 
_ The F bing corvette Sabine went to sea this morn-|in vain. 
ing.— e. The Rev. Mr. Brainerd, of the Seamen’s Church 
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in Philadelphia, followed the veteran sailor, and re- 
lated many pleasing anecdotes which had come under 
his observation. 

Mr. Sawtell, who was the society’s chaplain at the 
port.of Havre, in France, and who had recently re- 
turned to this country, spoke particularly to the wants 
of the society. They had a good hull, a good com- 
mander, and some good hands on board the craft, but 
they had been toiling for years tgo near a lee shore, 
and if they could not raise a sufficient breeze to kee 
them off shore, danger might be apprehended. It 
was a hard thing to labor at the oars for a single hour 
with the wind a head; the crew which were now on 
board had been years at work, and the cry of “ pull 
away” was still heard; but unless some substantial 
aid was given this evening, to fill the sails, he almost 
feared their little bark would be compelled to remain 
at her anchorage. He hoped the large assembly he 
was then addressing would aid the seamen’s cause by 

iving them at least one thousand dollars. A collec- 
tion was then taken up, the amount of which we 
have not ascertained.—N. Y. Commercial Advertiser. 





From THE Paciric.—We have Panama papers 
to March 15th, and a letter of the 21st. 


the month of September, 1835, on her voyage to Mus- 
cat, ran on a coral reefin the night, on the coast of 
Arabia Felix, at a distance of about a mile from the 
shore, and, as the tide fell, settled on her side, so that 
not one of her guns could be brought to bear, “Her 
situation was, of course, very critical, and her boats 
had abundant occupation in repelling the Arab daus, 
by which she was soon approached. After twenty- 
four hours of fruitless attempt to get her off, Captain 
Kennedy determined, as a last resort, to déspatch an 
officer in one of the ship’s boats to the Sultan of Mus- 
cat, on the Persian gulf, a distance of some 200 miles, 
across the Arabian sea, to carry the treaty, and, if 
possible, to procure assistance, 

After a most perilous voyage of five days and nights, 
in which this little open boat, with eight men, (in- 
cluding Mr. Taylor who commanded her, and Mr. 
Roberts, the United States agent who negociated the 
treaty,) narrowly escaped destruction from the Arabs, 
who pursued her, and afterwards from the rough wea- 
ther, in which she was with the greatest difficulty 
kept afloat—she reached Muscat in safety. Atone 
time when a large dau, manned by about thirty Arabs, 
was gaining on the boat, the crew of which had pre- 
pared for her a warm reception, with their little arma- 


Alfonso Morel, agent for the house of Salomon & | ment of muskets—the officer, to test the pluck of his 


Co., had arrived at Panama from Guadaloupe, to make 


men, said—* Boys, if-that fellow comes up with us, 


arrangements for the construction of a carriage road| what shall we do?” ‘Go to Muscat in the prize, 


between Chagres and Panama—thus effecting a con- 


sir!” was the reply. These were, of course, the right 


venient communication from one ocean to the other. | sort of men for such an expedition. 


The Panama “ Friend of the Country ” thinks that, 
after so many ineffectual attempts, something will 
now be accomplished.—N. Y. Journal of Commerce. 


On their arrival at Muscat, they were treated by 
the Sultan by‘every possible hospitality. When he 
heard of their arrival, and before Ne had seen them, 
he was just going off, on a visit of state, to an Eng- 


In reference to the carriage road above spoken of, | lish man-of-war, but immediately sent word to 
we have some information from a private source.|commander that he should forego his visit, as he had 


Wm. Wheelright, Esq., of Valparaiso, an enterpris- 


just learned that a ship of his allies, the United States, 


ing American citizen, has recently spent some time was wrecked on his coast, and he should do nothing 
in England, endeavoring to form a company for the | until he had taken every measure for her relief. He 
establishment of steam navigation along the Pacific immediately placed the Sultani, with a full compli- 
coast, and of regular communications with Australia| ment of officers and men, under the command of Mr. 
and New Zealand, by sailing packets. In this he has| T. to proceed to the relief of the Peacock, and tender- 
succeeded, and during the present season some of the | ed the use of any ship in his navy (im case the Pea- 
vessels will commence running. The mails for the| cock should not be saved) to return to the United 
Pacific are to be landed on the Atlantic side of the | States with her officers and crew, or to complete her 


Isthmus of Darien, and the Government of New Gre- | cruize, as Captain Kennedy might elect. 


he Gov- 


nada has contracted to transport them across to Pa-|ernor of Zor, (a town some eighty or ninety miles 
nama, whence Mr. Wheelwright’s company will con- | distant from Muscat, toward where the Peacock lay, ) 
vey them to the South American ports. Mr. Wheel-| who was at the time in Muscat, was despatched to 
wright expects to deliver letters in Londot, regular- | that sara with orders to send every vessel, bearing 


ly, within thirty days after leaving Panama. And it| the 





rab flag, to the relief of the Peaeock and a 


is probable that a consequence of the new arrange- | Bedouin chief was sent with his camels, across the 
ment will be the establishment of regular packets be- | desert,~vith a message from the Sultan to the Sheik of 
tween Panama and the Sandwich Islands, &c.— New | the tribe vg ben the coast on which the Peacock 


York Commercial Advertiser. 





From the New York American. 


Tue ARABIAN CORVETTE SULTANI.—The arrival 


was wrecked, that he would hold the tribe and every 
member of it accountable for any injury to the Pea- 
cock or her crew. 

The Sultanti fell in with the Peacock at sea. She 


in our harbor of the first Arabian man-of-war that| had lain on the reef for fifty-six hours, and was not 
ever crossed the Atlantic, is an occurrence of much| floated until she had lost several of her anchors and 
interest. The Sultani was built at Bombay, of teak] thrown overboard eleven of her guns. After visiti 

wood, and is a handsomely modelled and well equip- | Muscat, where they were all treated with a degree of 
ped ship. Her officers and crew are all Arabians, and | courtesy and hospitality rarely met with in Christian 
in their oriental costume of turbans, loose robes, and | countries, the Peacock proceeded to Bombay to refit, 
long beards, present a strange appearance of a ship’s|and purchased from the East India Company a bat- 
deck. She is commanded by a captain of the Sultan’s|tery in place of the guns thrown overboard on ‘the 
navy, whose bearing has all the dignity and grace so|coral reef. After lying at Bombay about a month, 


characteristic of the upper classes of the Arabians 
The Sultan of Muscat, to whom she belongs, has sen 


her out on a commercial expedition, (under a treaty the Arab flag. It proved to be 


effected with this Government in 1835,) loaded wi 


the products of Arabia, and among them, as presents|which the Su 
re President, two fine Arabian horses, a box of|his vessel with them to overtake and restore them to 


to t 
pearls, a sabre, &c. &c. 

There has probably been no instance of more promp 
and unlimited national hospitality than was manifes 


.| and asthe Peacock was on the eve of sailing on her 
t| cruise, a ship was seen rss dy? the harbor, bearin 
the Sultan’s ship, wi 

the Peacock’s — which had been thrown over, and 

tan had caused to be raised, and sent 


the Peacock—a distance of a thousand miles from the 
t | place where they had been lost. 
t| For all this labor and expense, which it is believed 


ed by the Sultan to one of our ships at the time of he-| has not to this day met either requital or acknow " 


ratification of this treaty. The United States ship 


ment from this Government, the Sultan would receive 











Peacock, having the treaty duly signed, on board, in| no compensation. Such conduct as this certainly jus- 
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tifies the statement of our officers who have seen him, | 














better alter his plan ; for how many of ‘the true sove- 


that the Sultan is a gentleman, in the largest and reigns of our country might he gratify highly by dis- 
strictest sense of the term, and affords an example | tributing his gifts judiciously ! 


well worthy of imitation by other powers  hiiiin’ 


greater civilization than the sons of Ishmae 
Under these circumstances it is hoped that every 
facility will be given by our. Government to the first 


It gives us pleasure, in this connection, to notice 


° that orders have been received from the proper de- 


partment at Washington, to haul up, thoroughly re- 
pair, and arm, with increased force, the vessel of war 


commercial enterprize of the Sultan with the New! now in port, under the-command of Sed Hamed Ben 


World, that the 


ultani and her officers may be | 


_Hamen, at the expense of our Government. A very 


greeted with civilities approaching in some little de- | proper mark of respect to a power to which recent in- 


ree to those (of which she has been an instrument, ) 
extended by the hospitable Arabs to our own people. 








THe AsIATic sHIP OF WAR AT New Yorx.—'| 
Among the novel events of the day is the late arrival | 
at New York of a vessel and cargo from Muscat, on 
the Persian gulf. This vessel, called the Sultanee, | 
or Royal, is a sloop of war, under the command of | 
Reis Achmed ben Hamed, and belongs to the navy 
of the Imam of Muscat, the Seid Said ben. Sultan. ; 
Captain Achmed is the bearer of a leticr and compli- | 
mentary expressions, according to Asiatic usage, from | 
Sultan Said tothe President of the United States. 

‘The extension of our commerce with Asiatic na- | 
tions, and its security by treaty stipulations, has been | 
the subject of anxious and successful interest to the | 
administration. One of the happy results of this care 
of our commercial interest, was a treaty of navigation | 
and commerce with the Imam of Muscat, which re-, 
lieved our commerce from discriminating duties. | 
Another advantageous treaty has been concluded 
with the kingdom of Siam, and approaches have been 
made with the same desirable object to the empires. 
of Cochin China, Japan, and China. Nor has our, 
extensive and valuable trade to the Red Sea been, 
neglected, the countries of which, both African and’ 
Arabian, are under the government of Mohammed 
Ali, Pacha of Egypt. . 

The value of our trade to the dominions. of the 

ultan of Muscat is greater than may be supposed. 

ficial returns for. eighteen months of vessels that 
visited Zanzibar, show the number to be forty-one, 
of which ‘thirty-two were American. Twenty of 
these were from Salem, three from Boston, and three , 
from New York. Zanzibar is an island on the east, 
coast of Africa, and is the depot for the trade of that! 
coast, and of the Red Sea and Persian Gulf. The 
United States.are represented there by a consul. 

Sultan Said possesses large territory on the east 
coast of Africa, extending from Cap2 Delgado to! 
Cape Gardafui. His navy consists of seventy-five | 
vessels of war, of which several are line-of. battle 
ships, which is a. larger naval force than that of all, 
the Asiatic princes combined, on the Indian ocean. — | 

The presence of one of the Sultan’s ships -in our. 
harbors affords us extreme gratification ; and we hope | 
that the Sultanee’s voyage to the United States will | 
result in frequent visits of Sultan Said’s vessels to our 
ports.— Globe. 





Sep Hamep Ben HAmEN.—We are under obliga- 
tions to Commodore Renshaw, of the U.S. navy yard, | 
Brooklyn, for his very polite invitation to accompany | 
the commander of the Krab vessel of war, now in our | 
harbor, on a visit to the U. S. vessels, and the public | 
works at:the navy yard. This interesting act of well- 
conceived civility to the distinguished stranger was 
performed yesterday, and, we are happy to learn, (for | 
circumstances which we could not control prevented 
our witnessing or participating in it,) went off in the 
most satisfactory manner. The usual salutes were 
it fous and the whole thing was conducted quite comme 
il faut. - 

We learn that the Arab commander, besides the 
horses, was the bearer of several otlier valuable pres- 
ents from his King to our President ; buf, learning the 
usage of our Government as to the reception of” pres- 
ents by the. Executive, we are told he intends to re- 
convey these fo the power that sent them. He had 





teresting circumstances have placed our Government 
under such peculiar obligations.—N. Y. Star. 





Texas nounpAaRy.—Extract from a letier to_the 
editor of the Little Rock Gazette, dated 
EAST BANK OF THE SABINE, 
40 MILES FROM THE Gutr, March 26, 1840. 
Drar sir: The people of Arkansas, no doubt, 
feel some anxiety to know what progress we are 
making in marking the boundary line“betwen Texas 
and the United States. 
Many circumstances operated to prevent our meet- 
ing at the time agreed upon to commence operations. 


|The prevalence of yellow fever in New Orleans, and 


at other points on the gulf coast, was sufficient to 
deter persons from tlie north, and to make it extreme- 
ly hazardous to attempt any thing until November or 
December. 

Maj. Graham having, in accordance with the views 
of the Texian Minister, been detailed by the President 
of the United States to conduct the’ astronomical p-rt 
of the work, took great pains to prepare himself with 
the best instruments that could be procured, arrived 
and reported himself for duty, about the Ist of Febru- 
ary. The Texian Commissioner, however, declined 
lls Services on the part of Texas, and disagreed with 
us, also, as to the point of beginning, although the 
treaty is so very definite that any school boy could 
not mistake it. ‘“ Commencing oh the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, in the sea, at the month of the Sabine.” He 
contends, however, that this point is above the mouth 
of the Neuees, at the head of the lake. I have no 
idea that the President of Texas will support him in 
the stand-he has.taken. At present we stand ad- 
journed until the 15th of April, when we expect fur- 


ther advices from Texas, and from the United States, 


Maj. Graham having gone on express to Washington, 
and Gen. Hunt, the Texian Minister, to Austin. 

Lieut. Lee passed up, two days since, on board a 
steamboat, in charge of the instruments. He will 
await our arrival at or near the 32°. Should this 
claim of half the lake, and half the pass below the 
lake, be persisted in by the Texian government, our 
board will of necessity be dissolved, and the treaty 
with it. I, however, hope better things. 

Respectfully yours, 
J. R. CONWAY. 





THE FRIGATE Potomac.—This beautiful ship, un- 
der the command of Captain Kearny, left our waters 
on Wednesday last for the Brazil station ; and it has 
been. the general remark of all who have had an op- 
portunity of informing themselves of the fact, that no 
ship ever went to sea better equipped, in finer order, 
and with a more gallant and better disciplined crew. 
The very best order is maintained on board, without 
any necessity for a resort to the harsh measures of 
corporeal punishment—a fact highly creditable to the 
judgment as it isto the humanity of the officers of the 
ship. Captain K. himself is a strict disciplinarian of 
the modern school, and his example no doubt has.a 
moral influence throughout his ship, far more potent 
than the cat and the colt.— Norfolk Herald. 





West Pornt.—An investigation is now going on, 
as we hear, at West Point, into the moral condition 
and discipline of the Military Academy. Certain in- 
timations and charges having been made by one of 
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the individuals of the Academic Staff, the Secretary | of Hyeres and practise.evolutions, We are expect- 
of War directed Major Gen. Scott, Adj’t Gen. Jones, ing between 500 and 600 sailors to make up the com- 
Col. Cross, and Capt. De Hart; to proceed-to the Point; | plements of the Marengo and Scipion, and also to 
and investigate the whole matter. Those officers are | man the Ville de Marseille, which is put in commis- 
now engaged in their duty, of which the result will, | sion.” 
we presume, when known, be ‘communicated offi- : 
cially to Congress. Tue FreNcH NAvy.—La Vigie de Morbihan an- 
We have the greatest confidence that this result! nounces that the Jemappes of the line will be launch- 
will be honorable to the Academy; and certainly we} ed at L’Orient on the 2d April. The Minister of 
desire ardently that it may be so, for we look upon; Marine has just given orders for building at L’Orient 
the Academy as one of the most valuable institutions ; a steam-boat of 450 horse power, to be called the Cu- 
of the land.— New York American. vier. Our navy has no vessel of this size. It will be 
longer than a three-decker, and may serve to convey 
1,200 troops. i 
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Foreign Vii scellany. 





| INCREASE OF THE British Anmy.—A considera- 
FRENCH NAVAL FORCES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, | ble increase of our military force is said to be in con- 
&c.— Squadron of reserve in Toulon.—The Ocean, of templation. We have not been able to trace the 
120 guns, Vice-Admiral Rosamel; the Hercule, of rumor to any authentic source, for in these ‘days an 
100 guns; the Marengo, of 80 guns; the Triton, of | augmentation of either branch of the service is the 
80 guns; and the Genereux, of SO guns. subject of long previous. deliberation; but we have 
Squadron of the Levant.—The Montebello, of 120 sirong reasons for beliéying that more augmentation of 
uns, Rear-Admiral La Susse; the Jena, of 90, Rear- |'the army is intended. ‘The number has been stated 
Admiral Lalande; the Sufirein, of 90 ; the Diademe, | to us at 10,000; but it has, in all probability, yet to 
of 86; the Santi Petri, of 86; the Neptune, of 86; the; be decided on. _We have heard that neither the 11th 
Jupiter, of 86; the Trident, of 80; and the Alger, of ' nor 15th regiments will return from Canada this sum- 
80. The corvettes-—Brillante, of 28, and Diligente, mer, although the corps destined to relieve them are 
of 18. The brigs—Bougainville, of 10; and Argus, ' already on their route. That a further increase must 
of 10. The schooner Mesange, of 6. The steamers soon take place in the navy, is self-evident to every 
—Lavoisier, of 220 horse power ; and Veloce, of the one who will direct his attention for-one moment to 
same. ' the very critical position of England at the present 
On the coast of Africa.—The brigs Dragon, of 18; juncture. The speck which is hereafter to grow into 
Euryale, of 16; Volage, of 10; and Liamone, of 4; a storm, is already to be seen in the East. Our firm 
the Emulation tender; the xebecks Boberoch and_ impression is, that when even this country shall be 
Mazafran; the balaneelles Seybouse, Tafna, Rach-! driven in self defence to assume a warlike attitude, it 
goun, and Colombe ; the transport corvettes, Tarn, will stand indebted for the necessity to the foreign 
Agatha, and Menagere; the mail steamers, Sphinx, policy of Lord PaLMersron. Whatever way we look, 
Crocodile, Fulton, Chimere, Styx, Vautour, Phare, the aspect of affairs is threatening.—United Service 
Tartare, Etna, Cocyte. Phaeton, Tonnerre, Ramier, | Gazeite. 
Euphrates, Castor, Grondeux, Papin, and Acheron. | 
On the coast of Spain.—The corvettes Egle, of 18! BririsH LINE-OF-BATTLE SHIPS BUILDING.—Thie 
uns; Meliagre, of 20; Surprise, of 10; Fléche, of following line-of-battle ships are now building in the 
0; Cigogne, of 10; Dupetit Thouars, of 10; the | different dock-yards in the kingdom. The four first 
lighter Lamproie. are in such a forward-condition as to be speedily got 
On the coast of Italy.—The brig Grenadier. ‘ready for launching. The next five could all be 
In the roads of Toulon, without any destination.—The | launched, if necessary, within the year. Trafalgar, 
frigates Belle Poule, of 60, and Amazon, of 52; the | 120; St. George 120; London, 92; Collingwood, 
corvette Bergere, of 20; the brigs Palinure, of 20, and , 80; Goliath, 84; Superb, 80; Hindostan, 80; Bosca- 
Comete, of 10; the schooners Etoile, of 6, and Legere, ! wen, 70; Cumberland, 70; Algiers, 110; Victoria, 
of 2; the cutter Furet; the xebeck Chamois, the trans- | 110; Royal Frederick, 110; Albion, 80; Aboukir, 
port corvettes Marne and Egerie, and the steamer , 90; Mars, 80; Majestic, 80; Centurion, 80; and Co- 





| 
1 
{ 
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Cerbere. 
Preparing for sea.—The ships Scipion, of 80 guns ; 


the Souverain, of 120; and the Ville de Marseilles, of 


Total.—17 sails of the line, 2 frigates, 4 corvettes, 


17 brigs or schooners, 8 smaller vesscls, 7 transport 


corvettes or tenders, 22 steamers, in all 77 sail. 





FRENCH NAVAL PREPARATIONS.—We quote the 


following from the Eclaireur of Toulon, 15th’March: | 


‘* All the. departments of our arsenal are busily em- 
ployed in preparing for the equipment of the ships 
destined for the Levant. It.is in contemplation to 
form a series of workmen in various quarters of the 
fifth maritime arrondisement, and also to contrac at 


the*commercial ports nearest to Toulon for the build- ' 


ing. of a certain number of craft. From these mea- 
sures we are led to believe that the government has 
come to a resolution to assume an imposing attitude 
with regard to the other Enropean powers, and to 
think it possible that the peace which we have enjoy 

ed since 1814 is drawing to its end. The reserve 
squadron begins to show signs of life. Admiral Ro- 
samel has applied for and obtained permission to go 
out and exercise his crews. Next week, if the wea- 
ther be favorable, the Ocean, with the admiral’s flag, 
Genereux, Triton, and Marengo of the line, the Belle 
Poule frigate, and the Cométe, will go to the islands 


| lossus, 80.—Total, 18. The Albion, which will be 
' upwards of 3,000 tons burthen, and is laid down on 
the slip from which the Nile was launched, is now 
_completely-in frame and will stand for some time to 
season. She is to carry 68-pounders on two decks. 
The St. George, 120; Trafalgar, 120; and the Col- 
| lingwood, are.to be launched this year, and the Abou- 
kir, sister ship to the Albion, will be put upon the St. 
_George’s slip.—Devonport Telegraph. ' 





| Docx Yarp.—An order has been received at this 
establishment to increase the number of mechanics, 
and entry will be forthwith made of shipwrights, 
caulkers, joiners, smiths, and sawyers. A number of 
apprentices are also to be entered, preference bein 
iven to the sons and connections of the men.of the 
ock-yard, and at all times the best educated will be 
preferred. The men are to be entered on twelve 
months probation, and such men as at the end of that 
period shall obtain good character, ave to be placed on 
the establishment, dating their time of service, from 
their first entry. The number of each branch is not 
exacily known, but will be about 80 shipwrights, 10 
_caulkers, 20 joiners, 35 smiths, and 20 sawyers, For 
_ some of those branches, the number of persons alrea- 
_ dy on the list of candidates exceed the order of entry. 
None of the men are to exceed thirty-five years of 
age.—Ibid. 
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Military Inteliigence. 


General Staff—Major L, Thomas,”A. A. G., has 
been relieved from duty with: the army of the south. 
Capt. W. W. S. Bliss, of the Adj’t General’s depart- 
ment, assigned to succeed him, and ordered to report to 
the commanding General. 

Gen. Armistead has changed his Head Quarters from 
St. Augustine to Fort King. 

Ordnance department.—Lieut. J. T. Metcalfe’s re- 

ignation accepted, to take effect May 31. 
Od Dragoons.—Licut. W. J. Newton has been ap- 
pointed aide-de-camp to Brig. Gen. Armistead. 

2d In .—Lieut. J. W. Anderson, appointed 
Adjutant, vice Clendenin, who resigned his staff ap- 

intment. Resignation of 2d Lieut. E. W. Harden- 

rg accepted, to take effect May 31. 

4th Fafontry.—Crpt. J. Page, relieved from general 
recruiting service. 

5th Infantry.—Three companies of the Fort Snelling 
garrison have been ordered to Fort Crawford. ; 
———e 


Naval Intelligence. 


U. S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 

The U.S. ship Delaware, 74, Captain Charles W. 
Skinner, dropped down from the navy yard, Norfolk, 
on Saturday, to the anchorage off the naval hospital. 
The Delaware is employed as a receiving ship and 
school for the naval apprentices. 

Pacirio squapron.—Ship Lexington, Capt. Clack, 
sailed from Callao onthe 7th Feb., for the U. S., via 
Ship Fal and Rio Janeiro. 




















Ship Falmouth, Capt. McKeever, sailed from Callao, 
Feb. 22, for the U. S., via Valparaiso and Rio Janeiro. 
Frigate Constitution, Capt. D. Turner, bearing the 


broad nt of Commo. Claxton, sailed from Callao, 
Feb. on a cruise to the south. 


Schr. Shark, Lieut. Comd’t. A. Bigelow, at Callao, 
March 1. 

East Inpia squapron.—Frigate Columbia, Commo. 
Read, and ship John Adams, Comm’r. Wyman, arrived 
at Callao, latter part of Feb., from Valparaiso, to sail 
in a few days for the U.S. 
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GENERAL HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Orpers, Apsutant Generat’s Orrice, 
No. 25. Washington, May 22, 1840. 


I,.:At a General Court Martial convened at St. Au- 
gustine, East Florida, on the 27th of April, 1840, pur- 


suant to _ orders No. 19, dated April 10th, 1840, 
and of which Brevet Brigadier General W. K. Arm- 


1sTeap is President, Captain M. S. Howe, of the 2d re- 
giment of dragoons, was arraigned on certain charges 
and specifications. 

The accused made a special plea in bar of trial, to 
the effect that the court ought not to take cognizance 
of the said charges or specifications, proceedings on the 
same matter iets porting game ld instituted in a civil 
court having jurisdiction thereof. 

The Court, after deliberation, decided that the plea 
of the accused was not valid, and was not a competent 
bar to the jurisdiction of the court. 

The accused then presented tothe court a second spe- 
cial plea in bar of trial, to the effect that the offence 
with which he was charged was not cognizable or pro- 
per to be tried, according to the law of the land, in only 
a mili court, but only in and by a civil court hav- 
ing je isdiction of the same. 

e Court, after deliberation, decided that the said 
plea was valid, and expressed the opinion that they could 
not take cognizance of the offence. 

If... The ajo r-General-Commanding the army, hav- 
ing duly exa and considered the proceedings and 
decisions of the general court martial, finds it his duty 


to make some remarks on said decisions.. The Court de- 


cided 
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goons, on his first special plea in bar of trial; but its 
decision on the second special plea in bar, as not having 
cognizance of the offence alleged against Capt. Howe, 
seems to be at variance with the first decision, when 
it determined it had cognizance. 

Had the charges been laid for Manslaughter, the 
court would have decided correctly in determining that 
it had not cognizance of the offence; but the charges 
and specifications go to show cruelty and inhuman con- 
duct towards one of his soldiers, in beating him repeat- 
edly with his sword, with a stick, &c. &c , and to show 
other maltreatment, for all of which he was subjected 
to trial before a general court martial, such conduct 
being highly unmilitary, and in breach of the articles 
of war, and which acts are not the subject of the in- 
dictment. Although the ill usage of the soldier by 
Capt. Howe might have caused his death, the unmilitary 
conduct, as charged, might have been investigated by the 
general court martial, and the Homicide left to the civil 
court of ¢riminal jurisdiction, before which it appears 
by his second special plea, he is to be tried. Inasmuch 
as the civil authority had taken the matter in hand, and 
the grand jury had found a true bill of indictment for 
Manslaughter against Capt. Howe, it was proper, out 
of respect to the civil court, to suspend all proveedin 
in the case, until the decision of the civil court should 
be made known. Captain Howe, notwithstanding, would 
be subject to trial before a court-martial for any breach 
of the military law. 

By orper or Arexanper Macoms, 
Major-General- Commanding-in- Chief: 
EDMUND SCHRIVER, .4ss’t 4djt Gen. 
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MAY Y. 


ORDERS. 
May 19—Acting Mid. T. Armant, W. I. squadron. 
Boatswain Wm. Black, navy yard, Portsmouth, N. 
H., vice John S. Young, detachall 
21—Acting Mid. S. D. Cowden, J. Q. A. Crawford, 


receiving ship, New York. é 
Mid. E. English; W. 
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Prof. Duncan Bradford, Act. 

Hunt, W. G. Temple, J. Wilcoxson, tec’g ship, Boston. 

Acting Mid. A. F. Warley, W. F. Davidson, ree’g 

ship, Norfolk. 

Acting Mid. C. Aby, J. M. Bradford, C. E. Brome, 

West India squadron. 

22— Acting Mid. H. C. Blake, J. Walcutt, receiving 

ship, Boston. 

ieut. C. H. McBlair, detached. from receiving ship, 

Baltimore. ’ 

23—Acting Mid. N. F. Carr, H. A. Colborn, ree’g 

ship, Norfolk. 

Acting Mid. J, Wiley, R. M. McArann, William 

Hewitt, G. V. Denniston, rec’g ship, Boston. 

Acting Mid. F. S. Conover, rec’g ship, New York. 
PROMOTIONS. 

Lt. John J. Young, to be commander, April 15, 1840. 

Passed Mid. Henry French, to be Lieutenant, April 

15, 1840. 
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UI ARRIAGE. 

In St. Augustine, Florida, on the 13th instant, by the 

Rev. Franxtin Vau., Dr. H. A. STINNECKE, Sur- 
eon U.S. A., to Miss ABBEY, daughter of the late 

Rooas Bowman, of Montgomery county, Penn. 

—_——————_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——— ey 


DEATH. 


In New York, on Thursday morning last, of consum 
tion, Captain JULIUS A. @LAGNEL, of the U.S. 
Ordnance department, and commanding the Ordnance 
depot at Fort Columbus, aged 40 years. 


Orper ORDNANCE OFFICE, 

No. 3. Wasuincton, May 25, 1840. 
The death of Captain J. A. d’Lacwyet is announced to 

the Corps. 

As a tribute of respect to the memory of the deceased). 














re te: — and right to talee 
cognizance of the charges specifications preferred 
by Col. Twiggs against Captain Howe, of the 2d dra- 





all prdnance officers will wear the customary badge of 
mourning for thirty days after the receipt of this order 
G. TALCOTT, Lt. Col. Ordnance. 


